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THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

HEALTH  OF  THE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

OF  WEST  SUSSEX. 


RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OP 

STEYNING. 

Population  (1871)  11,060.  Aeea  in  Acres,  45,678, 

No.  of  Houses  (1871)  2,659. 

During  the  year  1876,  the  births  of  465  children  and  the  deaths 
of  242  persons  were  registered  ;  in  the  year  1875,  there  were  438 
births  and  230  deaths.  Estimating  the  population  in  the  middle 
of  1876  at  15,604,  the  birth-rate  was  29'8,  and  the  death-rate  was 
155  per  1000  persons  living. 

Of  the  births  268  were  male,  and  197  were  female  ;  of  the 
deaths,  140  were  male  and  102  were  female. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases,  or  catching  disorders,  were 
37  in  number,  or  about  one  in  6-^  of  the  total  number  of  deaths. 
These  37  deaths  included  three  from  measles,  twelve  from  scarlet 
fever,  four  from  diphtheria,  three  from  whooping  cough,  eleven 
from  diarrhoea,  three  from  enteric  fever,  and  one  from  puerperal 
fever.  The  rate  of  mortality  from  these  diseases  was  2  3  per  1000 
persons  living.  The  cause  of  this  high  mortality  was  in  great 
part  due  to  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  along  the  South  Coast 
in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Of  the  twelve  deaths  from  scarlet  fever,  seven  were  at  Portslade 
and  three  were  at  South  wick  ;  of  the  eleven  deaths  from  diarrhoea, 
four  were  at  Portslade  and  two  were  at  Southwick  ;  all  the  three 
deaths  from  enteric  fever  occurred  at  Portslade. 

The  rural  district  of  Steyning  is  divided  into  two  portions, 
known  as  the  Shoreham  and  Steyning  sub-districts  in  the  returns 
of  the  Registrar  General. 

The  Shoreham  sub-district  contains  thirteen  parishes,  of  which 
Portslade  and  Southwick  are  the  most  important.  The  Steyning 
sub-district  contains  nine  parishes,  of  which  Steyning  and  Henfield 
are  the  most  important.  These  four  parishes  are,  therefore,  more 
fully  given  in  detail  in  the  statistical  tables  than  the  other  parishes 
which  are  grouped  together  in  each  district. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  birth-rate  and  death-rate  in  the 
more  important  parishes,  and  in  the  rest  of  the  district :  — 


Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Portslade  Parish . 

...  340 

..  17-5 

Southwick  Ditto . 

...  28-0 

..  15-4 

Best  of  Shoreham  District... 

...  28-2 

..  127 

Steyning  Parish . 

...  26-6 

..  165 

Henfield  Ditto  . 

...  29T 

..  18-8 

Best  of  Steyning  District  ... 

...  31-5 

..  13-7 

Whofe  of  district . 

...  29.8 

..  155 

HenEield  had  the  highest  mortality  in  the  district,  but  this  was 
not  due  to  the  prevalence  of  any  catching  disorders,  for  only  one 
child  died  of  scarlet  fever,  and  one  from  diarrhoea.  The  deaths 
from  old  age  and  brain  disease  were  numerous. 

Portsla.de  showed  the  highest  death-rate  from  fever.  One  case 
of  enteric  fever  occurred  in  the  case  of  a  girl,  aged  4  years,  in  the 
month  of  January  ;  she  lived  in  a  cottage  where  a  foul  closet  was 
situated  close  to  the  front  door.  The  owner  at  once  abated  the 
nuisance,  and  there  were  no  more  cases  of  fever.  Two  persons  died 
of  enteric  fever  in  a  house  in  the  village,  aged  respectively  25  years 
and  3  years ;  several  other  inmates  of  the  family  were  also  ill 
from  the  same  cause  ;  a  defective  drain,  allowing  of  the  free  escape, 
of  sewer  gas  into  the  house,  was  the  cause  of  the  outbreak.  These 
cases  had  distinctly  a  local  origin,  and  were  due  to  defective 
sanitary  arrangements  in  the  houses  ;  these  defects  were  altered  as 
soon  as  the  deaths  occurred. 

Scarlatina  was  very  prevalent  here  in  the  month  of  April,  but 
very  little  could  be  done  except  disinfecting  the  houses  where  the 
cases  occurred  and  keeping  the  children  in  an  infected  house  from 
school.  Printed  notices  were  also  distributed  with  simple  rules  as 
to  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

One  woman  died  of  puerperal  fever  at  the  end  of  April;  at  the 
same  time  there  was  scarlet  fever  in  the  house,  and  it  seemed 
probable  there  was  some  connection  between  the  two  disorders. 

The  four  deaths  in  Portslade  from  diarrhoea  occurred  in  August ; 
they  were  all  young  and  delicate  infants,  aged  respectively  1  year, 
17  days,  8  months,  and  9  months. 

The  two  villages  of  Portslade  and  Southwick  were  in  a  very 
unhealthy  state  during  the  year,  while  the  rest  of  the  district  was 
in  a  much  better  condition. 

These  two  places  lie  between  Brighton  and  Shoreham,  along  the 
sea  shore,  and  the  people  are  chiefly  engaged  in  seafaring  occupa¬ 
tions.  The  large  amount  of  traffic  always  going  on  helps  to  spread 
any  infectious  disease,  while  the  people  are  not  so  careful  or  cleanly 
as  they  might  be. 


3 


The  infant  mortality  is  here  given  as  measured  by  the  number  of 
deaths  under  one  year  to  the  total  number  of  births  in  the  year. 

No-  of  Births.  No.  of  Deaths  Ratio  to 

under  1  year.  1000  of  Births* 


Portslade  Parish  . 

103  ... 

16 

...  155 

Southwick  ditto  . 

80  ... 

14 

...  175 

Rest  of  Shoreham  Sub- District 

102 

10 

99 

Steyning  Parish  . 

45  ... 

2 

44 

Henfield  Ditto . 

57 

5 

87 

Rest  of  Steyning  Sub-District 

78  ... 

7 

...  89 

* 

Whole  of  district 

• 

• 

• 

I  12 

j  Tjl 

54 

...  116 

In  England  and  Wales  there  were  during  the  year  146  deaths  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age  to  every  1000  children  born. 

Diarrhoea,  convulsions,  bronchitis,  and  congenital  debility  caused 
the  very  high  infant  mortality  at  Portslade  and  South  wick. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  during  1876  out  of  every  1000 
deaths  244  were  sixty  years  old  and  upwards  ;  in  this  district  276 
in  every  1000  deaths  were  sixty  years  old  and  upwards. 

There  were  14  deaths  in  the  Shoreham  Workhouse  belonging  to 
the  rural  district ;  these  have  been  distributed  among  the  various 
parishes  whence  the  inmates  came. 

Lancing. — Various  complaints  were  made  in  the  course  of  the 
year  as  to  a  nuisance  arising  from  the  accumulation  of  seaweed  in 
front  of  Lancing,  and  also  as  to  a  drain  which  conveyed  some 
sewage  into  a  wide  ditch  running  in  front  of  a  terrace  of  houses 
along  the  high  road.  This  ditch  was  formerly  open  at  each  end, 
and  receiving  storm  water  at  its  western  extremity  it  emptied 
itself  at  the  eastern  extremity  by  a  sluice-gate  into  the  sea. 

High  tides  have  so  far  altered  the  position  of  the  beach  that  this 
ditch  is  now  closed  at  each  end,  and  the  water  has  now  no  means  of 
exit  except  by  percolating  through  the  beach. 

The  nuisance  arising  from  this  ditch  was  made  the  subject  of  an 
inquiry  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  who  in 
his  report  recommended  certain  alterations.  Nothing  has  yet  been 
done  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  water  in  the  ditch  in  the  latter 
months  of  the  year,  but  this  great  volume  of  water  has  helped  to 
abate  any  nuisance  that  existed. 

The  water  supply  and  drainage  of  Lancing  were  the  subject  of  a 
special  report  last  December. 

In  every  case  the  water  is  drawn  from  wells,  most  of  which  are 
shallow,  and  vary  trom  15  feet  to  25  feet  in  depth  ;  some  cottages 
have  one  well  each,  while,  in  other  places,  there  is  one  well  to  two 
or  three  houses.  At  three  cottages  the  water  was  found  to  be 
much  contaminated  and  unfit  lor  drinking  purposes  ;  they  are  not 
now  used  for  drinking,  as  a  good  supply  can  be  obtained  from  an 
adjacent  source. 

The  village  consists  chiefly  of  one  street,  about  a  mile  in  length, 
with  100  houses  and  about  560  inmates. 
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Most  of  the  houses  are  very  scattered,  but  near  the  sea  they  are 
more  closely  aggregated. 

There  is  no  regular  system  of  drainage,  and  each  house,  as  a  rule 
deals  with  its  own  sewage. 

In  a  few  cases  the  overflow  from  some  cesspit  passes  into  a  drain, 
which  originally  was  meant  for  storm  water  only ;  this  drain 
empties  into  the  ditch  and  caused  the  nuisance  complained  of 
above. 

Chemical  Woeks. — In  the  parish  of  Lancing,  but  nearly  oppo¬ 
site  to  Kingston  Station,  upon  a  waste'  of  beach,  are  situated  some 
Chemical  Works.  Between  the  beach  and  the  main  road  is  the 
river  Adur,  and  there  are  no  houses  within  about  S00  yards  of  the 
works. 

In  these  Chemical  Works  various  products  are  distilled  from  gas- 
tar  and  gas-liquor.  In  the  course  of  manufacture  different  gases 
are  given  off,  and  among  them  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  which  emits 
a  most  offensive  odour.  The  south-west  wind  blows  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  in  this  locality,  and  so  when  any  foul 
gases  are  allowed  to  escape  they  are  most  offensive  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  South  wick,  which  village  lies  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  to  the  north-east  of  the  manufactory. 

A  great  many  people  complain  of  the  smell,  and  some  seem  to 
find  it  is  actually  injurious  to  their  health,  producing  nausea,  head¬ 
ache,  loss  of  appetite,  and  much  general  distress. 

The  Sanitary  Authority  have  often  had  the  matter  under  their 
consideration,  and  they  have  served  a  notice  on  the  proprietor  to 
abate  the  nuisance.  Great  improvement  has  taken  place  during 
the  year  in  the  construction  of  the  works,  which  at  first  were  in  a 
somewhat  crude  state. 

The  nuisance  arises  when  sulphate  of  ammonia  is  being  made 
from  the  gas-liquor ;  the  gases  then  formed  are  partly  dissolved  by 
a  stream  of  water  which  enters  the  pipes,  and  this  gaseous  solution 
is  allowed  to  soak  into  the  beach.  Any  gases  which  are  not  dis¬ 
solved  are  now  passed  through  a  furnace  so  as  to  be  consumed. 

As  far  as  construction  is  concerned  the  works  seem  well  adapted 
for  carrying  on  the  manufacture,  but  at  times  there  is  an  escape  of 
noxious  gas  which  gives  rise  to  many  complaints  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

At  Pobtslade  complaints  were  made  of  a  large  pond,  situated  in 
a  hollow  between  Old  and  New  Portslade,  which  receives  the  sewage 
from  the  old  village.  This  pond  is  no  doubt  at  times  very  offen¬ 
sive  and  especially  so  in  hot  weather. 

The  cases  of  fever  at  Portslade  had  either  a  local  origin  or,  at 
any  rate,  they  did  not  appear  due  to  the  presence  of  this  pond. 

The  old  village  stands  on  high  ground  and  receives  any  offen¬ 
sive  odours  when  a  south-west  wind  blows.  The  new  village  lies 
near  the  sea,  and  it  is  probably  not  at  all  affected  by  the  nuisance, 
although  it  is  in  this  portion  that  the  infant  mortality  is  so  high. 


Various  proposals  have  been  made  to  deal  with  the  nuisance,  but 
as  yet  nothing  has  been  done,  except  to  have  the  pond  occasionally 
emptied. 

Steyjsting  has  commenced  its  system  of  drainage  and  the  works 
will  be  actively  carried  on  in  the  spring  of  1877.  The  effluent  will 
pass  over  land  so  as  to  become  purified  by  irrigation,  and  the  pre¬ 
sent  foul  mill-stream  will  be  once  more  clear  and  bright. 

A  few  cases  of  over-crowding  have  been  dealt  with  during  the 
year,  and  the  nuisance  has  been  abated. 

No  cases  occurred  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  condemn  meat 
or  any  article  of  food. 

Six  samples  of  butter  were  taken  from  various  village  groceries 
and  were  analysed  by  the  County  Analyst ;  in  one  case  the  butter 
was  of  inferior  quality. 

The  bake-houses  and  slaughter-houses  have  been  inspected 
periodically,  and  have  been  kept  in  a  cleanly  state. 

The  accompanying  tables,  framed  on  the  plan  approved  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  show  the  ages  at  death  from  various 
causes,  and  also  the  amount  of  pauper  sickness. 
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TABLE  OE  DEATHS  during  the  year  1876,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  o?  STEYNING;  classified  according  to  Diseases, 
Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(A)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes 
Townships,  Wards,  or  other  areas  of 
known  population)  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics  :  public 
institutions  being  excluded, 
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Population 

AT  ALL  AGES. 

^  Registered  Births. 

Mortality  from  all  causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES- 

Mortality  from  subjoined 

causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  in  Persons  under  Five 
Years  of  Age. 
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Southwick  Parish  . 
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TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  STEYNING,  1876,  for  the  twelve  calendar 

months  ending  December  31st,  1876. 


(A>  Deaths  (among-  all  classes)  regis¬ 
tered  as  having-  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

Total  Deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above ;  in¬ 
cluding  those  enter’d 
in  cols.  IY.  and  V. 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have  come  into 
the  District  or  Divi¬ 
sion  with  their  fatal 
illness  upon  them. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  among  out-door  pau¬ 
pers;  and  among  any  paupers  who 
belong  to  the  District  or  Division,  and 
hare  been  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
on  account  of  illness ;  whether  the 
Workhouse  be  within  or  without  the 
District  or  Division. 

IN-PATIENTS. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  in  such  institutions 
among  inmates  who  belong  to  the 
District  or  Division. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths* 

New  Cases, 

Deaths. 

Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
6  years* 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds: 

Aged  under 
6  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrls. 

Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds- 

Aged  under 
5  years* 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
5  years- 

Aged  5  yrs 
and  upwrds 

_ _ L _ 

II. 

III. 

IY. 

V. 

VI. 

VII* 

vin. 

IX. 

X. 

XI. 

XII, 

XIII. 
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Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  ... 
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Cholera  . 
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Rheumatic  Fever  ... 
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3 
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Erysipelas  ... 
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Pyaemia 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0* 

•  •  . 

0  0  0 

Ague 

•  •  •••  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

*  »  • 

•  » 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

3 

0  0  0 

Phthisis  ...  ...  . 

•  •  • 

24 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

4 

0  0  0 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &  Pleurisy 

19 

19 

0  •  • 

5 

25 

0  0 

•  •  • 

Heart-Disease 

1 

18 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

1 

0  0  0 

1 

Injuries 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

Q 

tj 

13 

0  0  0 

*  •  • 

Diseases  not  Named  Above  ... 

43 

77 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

33 

278 

3 

14 

Total... 

94 

148 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

75 

399 

4 

15 

(B)  Sickness  and  Deaths  among- 
Paupers. 


(C)  If  there  be  any  Hospital  or  other  Public  Medical  In¬ 
stitution  in  or  near  the  District  or  Division,  the 
subjoined  are  to  be  filled  up. 


OUT-PATIENTS. 

New  cases  of  Sickness 
among  persons  who 
belong  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  or  Division ,and 
are  out-patients  of 
Hospitals  or  pa¬ 
tients  of  Dispen¬ 
saries. 


Aged  under 
5  years. 


XIV. 


Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 


XY. 
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IIURAL  SAN  IT  AH  Y  DISTRICT  OP 

HORSHAM. 

Population  (1871)  14,131.  Area  in  Acres,  GS,7984 
No.  of  Houses  (1871)  2781. 

During  the  year  1876,  the  births  of  449  children,  and  the  deaths 
of  247  persons  were  registered.  Of  the  births,  233  were  male,  and 
216  were  female  ;  of  the  deaths,  131  were  male  and  116  were 
female.  Estimating  the  population  in  the  middle  of  1876  at 
14,315,  the  birth-rate  was  313,  and  the  death-rate  was  172  per 
1000. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  during  the  year 
was  365,  and  the  death-rate  was  21  0  per  1000. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  were  30  in  number,  or  about 
one  in  eight  of  the  whole  number  of  deaths;  of  these,  19  were 
under  and  11  were  over  five  years  of  age.  These  30  deaths  include 
one  from  small-pox,  six  from  measles,  six  from  scarlet  fever,  nine 
from  whooping  cough,  four  from  enteric,  and  one  from  doubtful 
form  of,  fever,  and  three  from  diarrhoea. 

The  rate  of  mortality  from  these  disorders  was  about  2'0  per 
1000  peasons  living. 

The  death  from  small-pox  occurred  at  Southwater.  The  disease 
was  brought  down  from  London  in  August.  The  first  patient  was 
taken  ill  at  Putney  on  August  22nd,  and  was  sent  home  to  her 
father’s  house  on  August  24th,  and  the  following  day  the  rash  of 
small-pox  Was  noticed.  There  had  been  no  cases  of  small-pox  in 
the  house  in  which  she  had  resided,  but  there  had  been  three 
cases  of  the  disorder  within  a  few  doors.  No  direct  history  of  con¬ 
tagion  could  be  made  out,  but  the  disease  was  prevalent  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  neighbourhood.  At  the  time  of  her  return  to  Southwater 
there  were  the  following  inmates  in  her  father’s  house: — the  father 
and  mother,  a  married  brother  with  his  wife  and  two  young  chil¬ 
dren,  two  single  brothers,  and  a  single  sister.  The  married  brother 
with  his  wife  and  family  went  away  on  August  26th  and  escaped 
the  disease. 

The  mother  had  small-pox  many  years  ago  and  remained  to 
nurse  her  daughter.  The  single  brothers  obtained  a  room  in  a 
cottage  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off,  while  the  father  and  remain¬ 
ing  sister^still  kept  in  the  house.  On  August  27th  the  whole 
family  were  re-vaccinated,  but  without  success.  It  appears  that 
all  the  family  were  vaccinated  unsuccessfully  in  infancy.  The 
house,  which  was  a  beerhouse,  was  closed,  and  a  notice  was  put  up 
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that  small-pox  was  there,  and  thus  people  were  effectually  kept 
away. 

A  neighbour  came  in  to  assist  in  nursing,  and  she  was  not 
allowed  to  return  to  her  home  until  all  danger  of  infection  had 
passed  away.  The  first  patient  had  a  severe  attack,  but  eventu¬ 
ally  made  a  good  recovery.  Her  sister,  22  years  of  age,  was 
attacked  with  the  disorder  on  September  14th,  or  20  days  after  the 
rash  appeared  in  the  first  case  ;  she  recovered.  The  father  was  at¬ 
tacked  on  September  16th  and  recovered;  one  of  the  brothers,  24 
years  of  age,  fell  ill  on  the  same  day  and  died  of  confluent  small-* 
pox  on  September  28th.  The  other  brother  was  poorly  for  a  few 
days,  but  had  no  distinct  attack.  The  mother  and  the  nurse 
escaped  altogether. 

By  October  26th  the  rest  of  the  family  had  completely  re¬ 
covered.  On  this  date  each  room  was  fumigated  by  burning  sul¬ 
phur  in  it  for  six  hours.  The  clothes  and  bedding,  &c.,  used  by 
the  patients  were  burnt  at  the  same  time,  and  the  Sanitary 
Authority  gave  compensation  for  the  destruction  under  sect.  121, 
Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

The  next  day  the  various  rooms  in  the  house  were  cleansed  and 
limewashed. 

The  house  was  in  an  isolated  position  and  no  other  case  occurred 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

Of  the  six  deaths  from  measles ,  three  died  at  Nuthurst  in 
February.  At  the  end  of  January  this  disorder  suddenly  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  village  and  attacked  nearly  every  child ;  at  the 
school,  92  out  of  114  were  one  day  absent  from  this  cause. 

The  three  children  that  died  were  respectively  one  year,  sixteen 
months,  and  two  years  old. 

The  school  was  closed  and  afterwards  fumigated  and  cleansed,  as 
also  were  many  of  the  houses  in  which  the  disorder  appeared. 

At  Partridge  Green  measles  appeared  in  April  and  attacked 
several  young  children  ;  there  were  no  fatal  cases,  but  one  child 
died  at  West  Grinstead,  not  far  off,  with  pneumonia  and  measles. 

There  were  six  deaths  from  scarlet  fever.  Two  of  these  were  in 
the  same  cottage  at  Itchingfield,  while  three  were  in  Horsham  and 
one  at  Ifield.  All  these  cases  happened  in  the  first  four  months  of 
the  year  and  were  the  remains  of  an  epidemic  which  occurred  in 
Horsham  towards  the  end  of  1875,  and  the  remains  of  which 
could  still  be  traced  in  the  neighbouring  villages  for  several  months 
afterwards. 

Whooping  cough  caused  the  largest  number  of  deaths  in  this 
class.  Four  children  died  at  Lower  Beeding,  one  at  Ifield,  two  at 
Warnham,  one  at  Nuthurst,  and  one  at  Budgwick,  from  this 
cause.  Nearly  all  occurred  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  ;  six 
out  of  the  nine  were  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Whooping  cough  prevailed  much  more  to  the  north  than  to  the 
south  of  the  Downs  in  the  early  part  of  the  year ;  in  the  second 
half  of  the  year,  very  few  cases  were  met  with. 


There  were  four  deaths  from  enteric  fever.  Of  these,  oris  Was  a 
woman  65  years  of  age,  who  nursed  two  children  With  the  same 
fever,  in  the  middle  of  June  ;  she  died  on  July  2nd. 

The  cause  of  the  fever  in  the  case  of  children  arose  from  drink¬ 
ing  very  impure  water  which  showed  great  Contamination  from  a 
neighbouring  cesspit.  The  woman  may  have  caught  the  fever  from 
nursing  the  children,  as  it  was  not  clear  she  ever  drank  the  water. 
The  well  was  at  once  closed. 

Another  case  was  that  of  a  young  man,  25  years  of  age,  who 
died  at  West  Gfrinstead  on  March  28th. 

lie  lived  in  a  row  of  six  cottages,  each  of  which  used  one  com¬ 
mon  drain  which  ran  at  the  back  of  each  cottage  ;  from  each  house 
was  a  small  connecting  drain,  but  the  traps  were  in  each  case  inside 
the  house.  From  these  traps  foul  smells  were  often  noticed,  and 
most  of  them  in  consequence  had  been  blocked  up.  In  the  first 
cottage  the  deceased  and  a  lodger,  18  years  of  age,  were  attacked, 
and  there  was  found  to  be  an  escape  of  sewer  gas  from  the  indoor 
trap. 

The  supply  of  water  was  from  a  spring  200  yards  off,  or  from  a 
well  on  the  premises  ;  the  water  was  good  in  each  case,  and  gave 
no  evidence  of  organic  contamination. 

The  inmates  of  the  other  cottages  escaped. 

The  traps  in  each  case  were  afterwards  placed  outside  the  cot¬ 
tages,  and  the  drain  was  ventilated  $  no  fresh  cases  occurred,  and 
no  complaints  are  now  made  about  the  offensive  gases. 

The  third  case  was  in  a  private  family  and  no  notes  were  ob¬ 
tained. 

The  fourth  was  a  case  at  Hudgwick,  in  which  a  delicate  woman, 

35  years  of  age,  had  the  fever  ;  she  dfank  water  from  a  well 

which  was  much  contaminated  with  organic  matter  and  was  of  a 

dirty  colour.  Others  in  the  house  had  also  been  unwell  from  this 

cause.  Good  water  is  now  obtained  from  a  neighbouring  source. 

There  were  a  few  other  cases  of  enteric  fever  not  attended  with  any 

•/ 

fatal  result.  They  were  due  to  the  entrance  of  sewer  gas  into  the 
house,  because  the  traps  were  within-doors.  In  all  cases  the  traps 
have  been  removed  to  the  outside,  and  the  sink-pipes  have  been 
disconnected.  There  could  be  no  rule  made  more  stringent  than 
this,  that  under  no  conditions  whatever  should  a  trap  be  allowed 
within  a  house.  Traps  at  times  are  sure  to  allow  of  the  escape  of 
poisonous  gases,  and  if  these  escape  into  the  open  air  they  are  com¬ 
paratively  harmless. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  all  the  above  cases  that  there  was  no  his¬ 
tory  of  any  infection  being  brought  into  the  district ;  in  each  case 
the  houses  were  generally  well  built,  but  the  one  defect  was  the 
bad  arrangement  of  the  drains. 

It  is  better  to  live  in  a  cottage  without  a  drain  at  all  than  to  in¬ 
habit  one  of  modern  construction  where  the  drains  carry  away  all 
solids  and  liquids,  and,  in  return,  allow  foul  gases  to  come  into  the 
house. 
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The  area  and  population  of  Horsham  are  less  than  last  year,  be- 
cause  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Horsham  has  been  formed 
with  an  area  of  784  acres,  and  a  population  of  5200  (estimated  in 
1871). 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  population  live  on  the  Weald  Clay. 

,  The  rural  district  contains  no  place  of  any  great  importance. 
The  villages  are  scattered  about,  and  there  is  nowhere  any  great 
aggregation  of  people.  The  people  are  mainly  engaged  in  agricul¬ 
ture,  and  the  cottages  are  provided,  as  a  rule,  with  plenty  of  gar¬ 
den  ground  ;  the  abundance  of  fresh  air  and  the  absence  of  any 
dangerous  occupations  tend  very  much  to  diminish  the  mortality 
as  compared  with  that  met  with  in  large  towns. 

A  good  test  of  the  health  ot  a  district  is  to  be  found  by  examin¬ 
ing  the  infant  mortality. 

In  England  and  Wales,  during  1876,  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  , 
measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year,  to  births, 
was  146  per  1000,  against  149,151,  and  158  in  the  three  preceding 
years. 

In  Sussex  the  rate  is  much  lower,  and  in  this  district  the  rate 
was  109  to  1000  births  in  the  past  year  ;  this  rate  is,  however, 
higher  than  that  met  with  in  other  parts  of  West  Sussex. 

A  great  many  died  over  sixty  years  of  age  ;  about  two  out  of 
every  five.  In  England  and  Wales,  out  of  every  1000  persons 
who  died  last  year,  only  244  were  sixty  years  of  age  and  upwards. 
In  this  district,  had  there  been  1000  deaths,  884  would  have  died 
at  the  same  age. 

Infant  mortality  is,  therefore,  below  the  average,  and  people  live 
to  a  greater  age  than  usual. 

Eor  the  statistical  tables  the  three  registration  sub-districts  of 
South,  North,  and  West  Horsham  have  been  taken. 

The  sub-district  of  North  Horsham  does  not,  of  course,  include 
the  new  urban  sanitary  district  of  Horsham,  which  is  Separately 
Reported.  It  includes,  however,  the  rural  portion  of  Horsham 

whole  district  contains  twelve  parishes,  similar  in  the  live's, 
occupations,  customs,  and  habits  of  their  inhabitants. 

In  each  sub-district  the  birth-rate  and  death-rate  are  here 
shown : — 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

South  Horsham .  32,3  ...  14T 

North  ditto .  31*7  ...  17*7 

West  ditto . i29'6  19’5 


parish, 

The 


Whole  district  .  3T3  ...  17*2 

The  high  death-rate  in  West  Horsham  was  due  to  a  great  many 
more  than  usual  dying  in  Rudgwick  and  JBillingshurst  from 
diseases  of  the  brain,  heart,  and  lungs,  and  not  because  any 
preventible  disorder  was  prevalent. 
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There  were '24  deaths  in  Horsham  Workhouse,  and  these  have 
been  distributed  among  the  various  parishes. 

The  water  supply  is  obtained  in  almost  every  case  from  wells, 
and  these  are  often  verv  shallow  ones. 

The  water  is,  as  a  rule,  very  hard,  and  in  many  parts  contains 
an  appreciable  quantity  of  iron. 

A  great  many  samples  of  water  have  been  received  for  analysis, 
and  manv  have  been  found  to  be  contaminated.  This  contamina- 
tion  is  often  due  to  the  carelessness  of  the  occupiers  or  the  bad 
’construction  of  the  well-kerb. 

The  cleansing  out  of  wells,  the  removal  of  anything  near  which 
might  injure  the  water  and  the  repairs  of  any  well -kerb 
generally  suffices  ;  if  not,  the  people  fetch  their  drinking  water 
from  a  neighbour’s  well  or  an  adjacent  brook.  I  have  often  known 
people  like  dirty  pond  water,  which  is  soft,  in  preference  to 
a  clear  good  well  water,  where  it  is  hard  ;  and  no  harm  seems  to 
ensue. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. — Whenever  there  are  enough  houses 
aggregated  so  as  to  form  a  village  or  hamlet  then  a  drain  is 
generally  made,  which  answers  the  double  purpose  of  carrying  off 
storm-water,  and  of  removing  dirty  house  water.  Such  drains  or 
sewers  have  their  outfalls  in  some  ditch  or  water-course ;  along 
such  a  ditch  the  course  of  the  sewage  may  be  traced  by  the  rank 
yegetation  on  the  banks.  At  first  some  black  mud  is  deposited, 
and  forms  a  sludge  which,  if  stirred,  gives  off  most  offensive 
odours ;  further  on,  the  effluent  becomes  clearer,  and  much  is  taken 
up  by  the  plants  growing  on  the  sides  ;  further  on  still,  the  water 
may  be  clear  and  bright,  and  by  the  time  it  enters  a  stream  it  has 
undergone  a  system  of  purification  so  as  not  to  be  a  nuisance. 

If  such  a  ditch  or  watercouse  be  near  a  main  road  it  is  in  its 
first  part  a  great  nuisance,  and  especially  so  in  hot  weather  ;  if, 
however,  its  course  should  be  through  fields  or  through  land  where 
no  one  passes  it  is  not  noticed,  and  any  gases  given  off  are  much 
diluted  by  the  atmosphere  before  they  can  do  any  harm. 

At  Ifield,  a  large  and  growing  place  in  the  north  part  of  the 
district,  the  first  condition  obtains  and  many  complaints  are  made 
of  the  offensive  ditches  along  the  road  side.  There  is  no  doubt 
about  the  nuisance,  but  the  expense  of  carrying  out  a  regular 
system  of  drainage  in  the  place  has  made  the  inhabitants  hesitate 
before  carrying  out  any  works  at  present. 

A  great  many  cases  of  over-crowding  have  been  reported  during 
the  year  and,  as  far  as  possible,  these  have  been  remedied  by  re¬ 
distributing  the  children  in  different  rooms  at  night.  In  some 
lonely  parts,  as  in  St.  Leonard’s  Forest,  there  are  still  some  cases 
of  over-crowding,  owing  to  the  want  of  cottage  accommodation. 
These  people  are  engaged  in  charcoal  burning  or  in  tilling  the  soil ; 
the  houses  are  few  in  number,  and  the  children  increase  rapidly. 
They  do  not  seem  to  suffer  in  health,  and  they  are  out  of  doors 
nearly  all  day  long.  Where  the  over-crowding  is  due  to  the  herd- 
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ng  together  of  different  families  or  of  grown  up  sons  and  daughters 
notice  has  been  given  to  abate  the  nuisance  at  once. 

Under  sect.  46  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  a  great  many 
houses  have  been  cleansed  and  limewashed,  although  no  disease  may 
have  been  actually  present. 

No  cases  have  occurred  during  the  year  of  any  unsound  meat  or 
any  other  article  of  food  having  been  exposed  for  sale. 

The  slaughter-houses  and  bake-houses  have  been  inspected  at 
intervals,  and  have  been  kept  in  a  cleanly  state. 

There  is  one  common  lodging-house  in  the  district,  and  this  is 
very  well  kept. 

The  accompanying  tables  are  framed  on  the  returns  sent  out  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  they  give  the  causes  of  death  at 
various  age  and  the  amount  of  pauper  sickness  in  the  district. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1876,  in  the  Dural  Sanitary  District  o?  HORSHAM;  classified  according  to  Diseases, 
Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(A)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes 
Townships,  Wards,  or  other  areas  of 
known  population)  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics  :  public 
institutions  being  excluded. 

1 

Population 

AT  ALL  AGES. 

Registered  Births. 

Mortality  from  all  causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES- 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  in  Persons  under  Five 

Years  of  Age. 

Census 

1871. 

2  ‘ 
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to 
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of 

1876. 
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3 

3 

10 

23 1 

Under  5 

4 

1 

1 

2 

&OUr 

m  .HORSHAM  . 

5  upwds 

1 

l 

1 

2 

- 

2 

4 

7 

6367 

6603 

210 

117 

21 

10 

8 

6 

32 

40 1 

tinder  5 

1 

2 

7 

4 

JNORr 

rH  Horsham  . . 

5  upwds 

1 

1 

1 

1 

18 

18 

6 

4 

3819 

3882 

115 

76 

19 

5 

2 

3 

15 

32 1 

Under  5 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Wes 

t  Horsham  . . 

5  upwds 

1 

l 

■ 

5 

10 

7 

2 

{ 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

I 

• 

{ 

Under  5 

l 

5  upwds 

{ 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

Public 

Institutions.^ 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

— 

l 

14,131 

14,315 

449 

247 

49 

21 

13 

12 

57 

95 1 

Under  5 

** 

o 

3 

9 

2 

1  9 

Totals . 

5  upwds 

1 

1 

3 

1 

. 
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15 

6 
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TABLE  OE  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  HORSHAM,  1876,  for  the  twelve  calendar 


months  ending  December  31st,  1876. 


(A;  Deaths  (among’  all  classes)  regis¬ 
tered.  as  having-  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

(B)  Sickness  and 
Paupers. 

Deaths 

among1 

'P  Tf  ."here  foe  any  Hospital  or  other  Public  Medical  in- 

'c  stitution  in  or  near  the  District  or  Dxviszon,  the 

subjoined  are  to  be  filled  up. 

NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

Total  Deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above  ;  in-  f 
eluding  those  enter’d 
in  cols.  IV.  and  V. 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have  come  into 
the  District  or  Divi¬ 
sion  with  their  fatal 

Sickness  and  Deaths  among  out-door  pau¬ 
pers;  and  among  any  paupers  who 
belong  to  the  District  or  Division,  and 
have  been  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
on  account  of  illness ;  whether  the 
Workhouse  be  within  or  without  the 

IN-PATIENTS. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  in  such  institutions 
among  inmates  who  belong  to  the 
District  or  Division. 

OUT-PATIENTS. 

New  cases  of  Sickness 
among  persons  who 
belong  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  or  Division, and 
are  out-patients  of 
Hospitals  or  pa¬ 
tients  of  Dispen¬ 
saries. 

illness  unon  them. 

District  or  Division. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths; 

New  Cases, 

Deaths, 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
\nd  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
5  years- 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds- 

Aged  under 

5  years,  s 

Aged  5  jrs- 
md  upwrds. 

\ged  under 

5  years. 

Aged5yts.  i 
md  upwrds. 

^.ged  under 

5  years-  s 

Aged  5  yrs. 

md  upwrds. 

Aged  under! 
5  years.  £ 

Aged  5  yrs. 
md  upwrds. 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV- 

V. 

VI. 

VII- 

VIII. 

IX. 

X. 

XI. 

XII, 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 

Small-Pox  ... 

[ 

1 

•  a  « 

•  •  • 

Measles 

5 

1 

•  •  • 

14 

51 

. . . 

•  •  • 

Scarlatina  ... 

3 

3 

3 

7 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

2 

... 

•  a  • 

Croup  (not  “  spasmodic  ”) 

•  •  • 

•  a  • 

•  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Whooping  Cough  '... 

9 

•  •  • 

24 

40 

1 

... 

*2  m 

rTyp  hus 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

a  & 

•43  >  8 

Enteric 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

0  pt( 

O 

k  Of  other  or  doubtful  sorts 

1 

•  a  • 

•  •  • 

5 

•  a  • 

•  *  • 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  ... 

2 

1 

•  •  a 

17 

29 

•  a  • 

«  *  • 

Cholera 

... 

a  a  a 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

mm* 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

... 

•  •  • 

3 

»  •  • 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Pyaemia 

... 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Fever 

... 

•  •  • 

*  •  <• 

•  •  • 

•  a  • 

•  • 

Ague 

•  •  •••  •  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

11 

•  a  « 

•  0  • 

Phthisis 

27 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &  Pleurisy 

9 

35 

•  •  a 

5 

47 

7 

•  • 

•  a  • 

Heart-Disease 

15 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

a  a  « 

Injuries 

Diseases  not  Named  Above 

6 

•  •  • 

O 

fjf 

22 

•  •  • 

•  a  • 

42 

83 

•  •  • 

65 

578 

•  •  • 

32 

Total... 

70 

177 

•  •  • 

•*  •  • 

131 

806 

2 

1 

35 
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RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OP 

PETWORTH. 


Population  (1871)  10,138.  Abea  in  Acbes,  44,747c 
No.  op  Houses  (1871)  2,008. 


Dubing  the  year  1876,  the  births  of  264  children,  and  the  deaths, 
of  157  persons  were  registered  ;  in  the  year  1875,  there  were  323 
births  and  178  deaths.  Estimating  the  population  at  10,177  in 
the  middle  of  1876,  the  birth-rate  was  259,  and  the  death-rate 
was  15'4  per  1000. 

Of  the  births  126  were  male  and  138  were  female  ;  of  the  deaths 
82  were  male  and  57  were  female. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  during  the  year 
was  365,  and  the  death-rate  was  21*0  per  1000  living. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  were  14  in  number,  or  about 
1  in  11  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  Of  these  nine  were  under 
five,  and  five  were  over  five  years  of  age.  The  14  deaths  included 
three  from  scarlatina*  four  from  diphtheria,  two  from  whooping 
cough,  one  from  diarrhma,  one  from  rheumatic  fever,  and  three 
from  puerperal  fever. 

The  rate  of  mortality  from  these  disorders  was  about  P3  per 
1000  persons  living.  Measles  occurred  in  several  parts  of  the 
district,  but  no  deaths  arose  from  this  cause. 

Scarlet  Fever  did  not  prevail  to  any  extent,  but  at  various  times 
it  appeared  throughout  the  district.  One  fatal  case  took  place  at 
Bury  in  November,  and  here  it  seemed  to  be  brought  from  Port- 
slade  into  the  village ;  other  children  in  the  same  house  were 
attacked,  but  they  recovered.  At  Petworth  there  were  two  fatal 
cases  in  October.  In  the  previous  part  of  the  year  there  had  been 
no  deaths  from  this  cause. 

This  district  is  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  and  did  not 
suffer  from  that  prevalence  of  scarlatina  which  was  so  noticeable 
south  of  the  Downs. 

There  is  also  less  inter-communication  in  the  villages  here  than  in 
those  along  the  South  Coast,  and  this  may  have  helped  to  prevent 
any  spread  of  the  disorder. 

Diphtheria  was  common  in  the  autumn  of  the  year,  and  notably 
so  at  Sutton.  At  Bury  and  Westburton  (a  hamlet  in  the  parish 
of  Bury)  there  were  also  several  cases,  and  a  great  many  people, 
young  and  old,  suffered  from  sore  throats,  without  having  any 
more  definite  symptoms. 
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At  Sutton  diphtheria  appeared  in  September.  This  is  a  small 
yillage  situated  on  elevated  ground  upon  the  upper  greensand,  and 
fietween  the  gault  and  chalk. 

The  first  case  occurred  in  a  public-house  on  September  16th,  and 
another  little  boy  in  the  same  house  fell  ill  on  September  22nd. 

The  sifter  went  to  school  every  day,  while  her  brother  \vas  ill, 
until  October  12th.  At  this  house  the  water  was  very  impure, 
and  showed  marked  signs  of  organic  contamination  ;  this  state  of 
things  had  probably  existed  for  some  time. 

It  appears  however,  that  some  friends  game  f^om  Godaiming  to 
visit  at  this  house  in  Sutton  on  September  15th,  and  among  these 
friends  was  the  child  that  was  first  taken  ill. 

At  Godaiming  there  had  been  a  great  many  cases  of  children 
suffering  from  “  sore  throat.”  It  is,  therefore,  probable  that  the, 
disorder  was  imported  iptp  the  village. 

At  the  same  time  the  weather  was  favourable  to  the  propagation 
of  the  disorder ;  the  temperature  had  fallen  and  the  wet  weather 
began  ;  cold  winds  and  constant  damp  seem  to  encourage,  if  not  to 
cause,  this  disease. 

The  disorder  apparently  spread  from  the  school,  for  eight  children 
attending  the  school  were  next  attacked. 

One  little  girl,  five  years  old,  was  taken  ill  on  September  25th 
(the  third  case),  and  was  kept  at  home,  where  there  were  no  other 
children.  The  mother  had  a  sore  throat  on  October  2nd  ;  the 
father  was  also  slightly  affected  in  a  similar  way  on  October  10th. 
and  the  servant  girl,  fourteen  years  old,  fell  ill  on  October  9th 
These  three  cases  seemed  to  have  caught  the  affection  from  the 
little  girl.  The  house  was  well  drained  and  ventilated. 

On  September  28  th  a  fourth  case  occurred  in  a  miserable  cottage 
where  there  were  four  other  children.  The  boy  was  six  years  old 
and  no  other  child  was  attacked  in  the  house. 

On  the  same  day  a  fifth  child,  five  years  old,  left  school  with  a 
“  sore  thrpat  and  heavy  cold,”  but  it  was  not  ill  enough  to  have  a 
medical  man. 

The  father  fell  ill  on  October  6th,  and  the  mother  had  a  sore 
throat  on  October  8th  and  9th.  This  house  was  also  a  very 
comfortable  one. 

On  September  31st  a  sixth  child,  seven  years  old,  left  school 
with  diphtheria ;  but  though  there  were  three  other  children  in  the 
house  not  one  was  attacked. 

On  October  1st  a  seventh  child,  six  years  old,  was  attacked  after 
fiaving  been  to  school.  There  were  seven  children  at  home,  but 
qnly  one  other  failed  on  October  3rd. 

The  mother  was  confined  on  October  10th,  and  she  and  the  baby 
did  not  suffer  at  all  from  having  diphtheria  in  the  house. 

On  October  7th,  the  eighth  case,  a  little  boy,  6  years  old,  left  school 
and  was  taken  ill ;  the  other  two  children  in  the  house  escaped. 

On  October  12th  a  girl,  nine  years  old,  making  the  ninth  case, 
was  taken  ill  ;  and  then  the  school  was  closed. 


14 


From  these  nine  eases  the  disease  spread  to  five  grown  uj) 
persons  ;  but  the  spread  occurred  in  well-built  houses,  and  not 
hmongst  the  worst  constructed. 

No  one  suffering  from  diphtheria  attended  the  school,  but  one 
girl  from  the  house  where  the  disorder  first  appeared  came  td 
school  every  day  until  it  was  closed. 

There  was  no  fatal  result  in  any  case,  and  after  the  school  was 
closed  only  three  other  children  were  attacked,  and  in  these  cases 
the  disease  was  caught  from  children  who  had  been  ill  just  pre¬ 
viously. 

Three  persons  died  of  puerperal  fever  ;  of  these,  two  occurred  at 
Pet  worth  and  one  at  Kirdford  ;  one  died  on  September  23rd,  one 
on  September  24th,  and  one  on  September  26th.  At  this  time 
there  were  several  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  There  seems  to  be  a  very  intimate  relation  between 
scarlet  fever  and  that  condition  known  as  puerperal  fever. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  have  been  cases  du/ing  the  past 
hutumn  where  the  mother  was  confined  while  a  child  had  scarlet 
fever  in  the  house,  and  yet  no  evil  result  followed. 

A  similar  result  was  obtained  at  Sutton,  where,  with  diphtheria 
in  the  house,  the  mother  did  well  in  her  confinement. 

There  was  very  little  diarrhoea  in  the  district,  and  only  one  in¬ 
fant,  seven  months  old,  died  from  this  cause. 

One  child  died  in  the  Petworth  Cottage  Hospital  on  October 
11th,  from  hydrophobia,  having  been  bitten  by  a  dog  six  week£ 
previously  ;  the  little  boy  was  four  years  old  and  lived  four  days 
after  the  first  symptoms  appeared. 

Another  little  boy,  also  four  years  old,  died  at  Wisborough 
Green  on  October  6th.  He  was  taken  ill  on  October  3rd  with 
symptoms  of  hydrophobia.  He  had  been  bitten  by  a  dog  on 
August  21st,  1876,  and  lived  nearly  seven  weeks  afterwards. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  statistical  tables,  the  births  and  deaths 
have  been  given  separately.  The  Union  of  Petworth  is  divided 
into  a  north  and  south  sub-district.  Petworth  lies  in  the  south 
sub-district,  and  has  been  extracted  from  it. 

In  each  area  the  birth-rate  and  death-rate  per  1000  persons 
living  were  as  follows  : — 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

North  Sub-District  .  26‘6  ...  132 

Petworth  Parish  . .  25'0  ...  19*5 

Best  of  South  Sub-District...  ..  259  ...  139 


Whole  of  District  .  25'9  154 

The  north  sub-district  includes  three  parishes  of  very  large 
area — Wisborough  Green,  North  Chapel  and  Kirdford;  these  are 
bn  the  Weald  Clay;  The  south  sub-district  includes  eleven 
parishes,  and  these  are  chiefly  on  the  Lower  Greensand 

The  infant  mortality  is  here  given  as  measured  by  the  number  of 
deaths  under  one  year,  to  the  total  number  of  births  in  the  year. 


No,  of  deaths 

iiatio  td> 

No’  of  Births. 

under  1  year. 

1000  births 

^forth  Sub-District 

...  117 

13  ... 

111 

Petworth  Parish  . 

...  82 

9 

109 

Rest  of  South  Sub-District 

...  65 

4 

61 

In  whole  of  District  ... 

...  264 

26 

106 

Out  of  every  1000  childreii  born  106  die  in  their  first  year  in 
this  district  ;  in  England  and  Wales,  146  infants  died  last  year  to 
every  1000  born. 

As  many  as  62  persons  died  60  years  of  age  arid  upwards,  or 
about  two-fifths  of  the  total  number  of  deaths. 

In  England  and  Wales,  out  of  every  1000  persons  who  died  last 
year,  only  244  were  60  years  of  age  and  upwards  ;  in  this  district 
the  rate  was  395  per  1000. 

The  infant  mortality  was  therefore  much  less  than  the  average, 
and  persons  in  this  district  live  to  an  advanced  age. 

Water  Supply. — There  has  been  no  change,  as  yet,  made  in  the 
water  supply  to  the  town  of  Petworth.  Some  enquiiies  were  made 
daring  the  year  with  regard  to  obtaining  water  from  various 
sources,  but  nothing  definite  has  been  arranged  at  present. 

DpAiifAd-E  — The  sewage  of  a  large  portion  of  the  town  of  Pet- 
worth  still  flows,  as  before,  into  the  river  Pother  more  or  less 
directly,  and  the  state  of  affairs  remains  the  same  as  has  been  men¬ 
tioned  in  previous  reports. 

The  drains  in  the  town  are  not  regularly  flushed,  and  during  the 
past  summer  many  complaints  were  made  of  smells  arising  from 
the  escape  of  sewer  gas  from  various  traps. 

When  the  water  supply  is  properly  carried  out,  and  when  the 
sewers  are  flushed  more  regularly  and  ventilated,  a  great  improve¬ 
ment  would  be  effected. 

A  few  cases  of  over-crowding  have  been  reported  and  remedied 
during  the  year. 

There  have  been  no  cases  reported  during  the  past  twelvemonth 
of  any  meat  or  other  article  of  food  being  unfit  for  consumption. 

The  bake-houses  and  slaughter-houses  have  been  inspected  at 
various  times,  and  throughout  the  district  they  have  been  kept  in  a 
cleanly  condition. 

The  accompanying  tables  are  framed  on  the  plan  approved  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  they  give  the  ages  at  death 
from  various  causes,  and  they  show  also  the  amount  of  pauper 
sickness. 


TABLE  OE  DEATHS  during  the  year  1876,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  PETWORTH  ;  classified  according  to  Diseases, 
Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(A)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes 
Townships,  Wards,  or  other  areas  of 
known  population)  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics  :  public 
institutions  being  excluded, 

1 

Population 

AT  ALL  AGES. 

Registered  Births. 

Mortality  from  all  causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES- 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  in  Persons  under  Five 

Years  of  Age. 

Census 

1871. 

2 

Esti¬ 

mated 

to 

middle 

of 

1876. 

3 

Cn  At  all  ages. 

G5  Under  1  year. 

<1  1  and  under  5 

00  5  and  unde?15 

15  and  under 

25 

m  25  and  under 

O  60 

i 

a 

0  0Q 

S  c3 

o* 

o 

11 

12 

M 

o 

a 

r— < 

cS 

a 

m 

12 

Measles. 

C 3 

a 

•  rH 
-4-3 

T! 

g3 

o 

m 

15 

c3 

•  rH 

S-l 

<D 

Md 

a 

1  rH 

Q 

16 

i— i  Croup  (not 

^  “spasmodic’*) 

tU) 

id 

•  rH 

a  ~ 

C  rfJ 
O 

£6 

18 

Con 

w 

di 

a 

P 

19 

to  Enteric  or  ’  • 

O  Typhoid,  1 S3 

to  Other  or  ® 

t-1  Doubtful,  m 

T3 

fl 

c5  . 

c3 

fl  <v 
3  m 

.S 

Oft 

I  22 

c3 

8 

r— H 

o 

Q 

23 

to  Rheumatic 

^  Fever. 

w 

'3 

a 

•  rH 

m 

u 

w 

25 

c3 

•g 

>> 

Pm 

26 

to  Puerperal 

^  Fever. 

o 

E 3 

60 

<3 

28 

GO 

•  rH 

GO 

•  rH 
r^ 

-43 

r3 

Ph 

29 

. 

- 

®  .g  .2 
■5  a  Si 

Md  2,© 

o  c  ” 

2  rH 
G  Gr^ 

^  2  A 

kp-  i 
30 

O 

GO 

c3 

o 

GO 

•rH 

Q 

•43 

1  ^ 

1 

1  © 

1  M 

HH 

31 

Injuries. 

• 

North  Sub-District  . 

4315 

4398 

117 

58 

13 

6 

1 

1 

14 

23 1 

Under  5 

2 

2 

5  upwds 

1 

3 

8 

1  * 
o 

Petworth  Parish  . 

3304 

3274 

82 

61 

9 

9 

3 

15 

25 1 

Under  5 

2 

1 

2 

5  upwds 

1 

9 

5  10 

3 

1 

Rest  of  South  Sub-District  . 

2489 

2505 

65 

35 

4 

3 

1 

2 

12 

13{ 

Under  5 

1 

2 

1 

3 

. 

5  upwds 

1 

3 

4 

4 

{ 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

{ 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

{ 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

Public  § 
Institutions. w 

Cottage  Hospital  at  Petworth . 

3 

1 

1 

■{ 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

1 

Totals . 

10,138 

10,177 

264 

157 

26 

19 

2 

6 

42 

62 1 

Under  5 

3 

3 

1  2 

1 

5 

2 

5  upwds 

1 

1 

3 

11 

22 

12  |  2 

TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  PETWORTH,  1876,  for  the  twelve  calendar 

months  ending  December  31st,  1876. 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

(A;  Deaths  (among  all  classes)  regis¬ 
tered  as  having  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

(B)  Sickness  and 
Paupers. 

Deaths 

among 

(C)  If  there  be  any  Hospital  or  other  Public  Medical  In¬ 
stitution  in  or  near  the  District  or  Division,  the 
subjoined  are  to  be  filled  up. 

Total  Deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above  ;  in¬ 
cluding  those  enter’d 
in  cols.  IV.  and  V. 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have  come  into 
the  District  or  Divi¬ 
sion  with  their  fatal 
illness  upon  them. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  among  out-door  pau¬ 
pers;  and  among  any  paupers  who 
belong  to  the  District  or  Division,  and 
have  been  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
on  account  of  illness ;  whether  the 
Workhouse  be  within  or  without  the 
District  or  Division. 

IN-PATIENTS. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  in  such  institutions 
among  inmates  who  belong  to  the 
District  or  Division. 

OUT-PATIENTS. 

New  cases  of  Sickness 
among  persons  who 
belong  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  or  Division, and 
are  out-patients  of 
Hospitals  or  pa¬ 
tients  of  Dispen¬ 
saries. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths; 

New  Cases, 
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Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 
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5  years- 
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Aged  under. 
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Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
5  years: 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

I. 

II. 

III. 
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V. 
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X. 
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XII, 

XIII. 
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Injuries  ...  ...  ... 
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•  •  • 
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Diseases  not  Named  Above 
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1 

Total... 
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1 

17 

1 

! 
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RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 

T  HAKE  HAM. 


Population  (1871)  8,422.  Area  in  Acres,  38,784. 

No.  op  Houses  (1871)  1,705. 

During  the  year  1876,  the  births  of  272  children,  and  the  deaths 
of  128  persons,  were  registered.  In  the  year  1875  there  were  260 
births  and  169  deaths.  Estimating  the  population,  in  the  middle 
of  1876,  at  8,624,  the  birth-rate  was  31*5,  and  the  death-rate  was 
14'8  per  1000. 

Of  the  births,  126  were  male  and  146  were  female;  of  the  deaths, 
74  were  male  and  54  were  female.  Throughout  England  and 
Wales  the  birth-rate  during  the  year  was  36  5,  and  the  death-rate 
was  2 1’0  per  1000  persons  living. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  were  20  in  number,  or  about 
one-sixth  of  the  whole  number  of  deaths.  These  20  deaths  include 
one  from  measles,  four  from  scarlatina,  nine  from  whooping-cough,, 
one  from  typhus,  four  from  diarrhoea,  and  one  from  erysipelas.  The 
rate  of  mortality  from  these  disorders  was  2.2  per  1000  persons 
living. 

Whooping-cough  accounts  for  the  greater  part  of  these  deaths, 
It  was  very  prevalent  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  ;  seven  of  the 
deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Scarlatina  has  appeared  in  the  district  at  various  times  and  in 
various  places  all  through  the  year,  more  especially  at  Pulborough 
and  Findon.  There  was  at  no  time  any  regular  outbreak,  and  the 
disease  appeared  in  a  very  mild  form. 

Of  the  four  deaths  from  diarrhoea ,  two  were  under  one  year  of 
age.  This  disorder  was  but  rarely  met  with  in  the  district. 

The  district  of  Thakeham  is  divided  into  two  portions,  known  as 
the  Pulborough  and  Washington  sub-districts. 

The  former  consists  of  eight,  and  the  latter  of  nine  parishes. 
There  is  no  large  town  in  the  district. 

Pulborough  and  Storrington  are  the  largest  places  in  their 
respective  sub-districts,  and  have  been  entered  separately  in  the 
statistical  tables.  The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  are  here  shown : — 


Birth-rate  Death-rate 

per  1000  per  annum,  per  1000  per  annum; 

Pulborough .  323  ...  16'6 

Kest  of  Pulborough  Sub-District  28’8  ...  18*2 

Storrington .  28'5  ...  10-6 

Kest  of  Washington  Sub-District  343  ...  10T 

Whole  of  District .  31*5  14'8 
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The  infant  mortality  in  the  district,  as  measured  by  the  deaths 
of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  to  every  1000  children  born, 
is  shown  here  :  — 


No:  of  deaths 
under  1  year. 

...  27 

6 

..  2 
...  19 


Ratio  to  every  1000 
children  born, 

99 

100 

57 

107 

146 


In  the  entire  District 

In  Pulborough . 

In  Storrington . 

In  the  rest  of  the  District 
In  England  and  Wales 

This  table  shows  how  much  smaller  the  infant  mortality  is  in 
this  Union  than  in  the  country  generally. 

In  England  and  Wales,  during  1876,  out  of  every  1000  persons 
who  died,  only  244  were  sixty  years  of  age  and  upwards.  In  the 
Thakeham  district  428  per  1000  would  die  at  the  same  age.  Per¬ 
sons  live  to  a  great  age  in  this  Union,  as  there  are  no  special 
conditions  which  tend  to  shorten  life. 

Water  Supply. — In  each  village  wells  are  the  only  means  by 
which  water  is  obtained,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  it  is  of  very 
good  quality.  When  a  well  is  contaminated  the  people  are  often 
advised  to  obtain  drinking  water  from  a  good  source,  while  the 
impure  water  is  often  good  enough  for  domestic  purposes.  This,  in 
many  places,  is  a  better  plan  than  closing  a  well,  as  it  saves  the 
people  much  trouble  in  the  carriage  of  water. 

It  is  very  rare  to  find,  in  a  village,  that  impure  water  is  clear 
and  bright,  as  is  sometimes  the  case  in  towns.  The  source  of 
contamination  in  a  village  is  generally  some  adjoining  cesspit  or 
farm  yard,  and  then  the  water  is  always  more  or  less  turbid  and 
coloured,  so  that  no  one  thinks  of  drinking  it. 

In  several  towns  where  the  water  in  the  mains  may  be  rendered 
impure  by  the  entrance  of  sewer  gas  from  a  leaky  drain  it  is,  how¬ 
ever,  found  that  very  impure  water  may,  to  the  eye,  appear  bright 
and  clear. 

In  some  places  in  the  chalk  the  wells  are  of  very  great  depth  ; 
many  specimens  of  them  may  be  seen  round  Findon.  It  is  often 
the  case  in  these  places  that  one  deep  well  supplies  several  houses 
while  tanks  are  used  for  collecting  rain  water,  which  is  used 
for  washing  and  sometimes  for  drinking  purposes.  There  is  no 
system  of  filtration  adopted  before  the  rain  water  enters  the  tank, 
nor  if  there  were  do  I  think  it  likely  that  it  would  be  kept  in  order 
for  any  length  of  time.  In  small  hamlets,  or  isolated  spots,  those 
means  which  are  the  most  simple  are  the  best. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. — There  is  no  regular  system  of  drain¬ 
age  in  any  part  of  the  district.  The  old-fashioned  privy  system 
is  everywhere  in  use,  and  the  dirty  house  water  is  either  thrown 
over  the  land  or  finds  its  way  into  some  adjacent  water-course. 

Storrington  is  partly  drained,  and  the  sewage  finds  its  way  into  a 
small  stream  which  runs  through  the  village.  Complaints  have 
been  made  of  the  escape  of  sewer  gas  from  the  drains,  but  this 
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seems  to  have  been  remedied  since  the  sewer  has  been  ventilated 
and  better  trapped. 

In  Pulborough  some  of  the  dirtv-house  water  is  still  thrown 
down  an  open  gutter  along  the  main  street,  and  this  channel  is 
generally  kept  clean  by  the  rain-fall.  At  times,  however,  it  is  an 
eyesore,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  be  injurious  to  health.  It  could  be 
readily  improved,  but  then  the  question  has  arisen  whether  the 
sanitary  authority  or  the  owners  of  the  adjacent  property  should 
remedy  it.  If  the  sanitary  anthority  do  the  work  then  the  expense 
would  fall  on  the  whole  parish  as  a  contributory  place  ;  those  who 
live  at  a  distant  part  of  a  parish  are  often  averse  to  paying  for 
improvements  which  will  not  benefit  them.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
would  hardly  be  worth  while  to  form  this  portion  of  Pulborough 
into  a  special  drainage  district  for  the  purpose. 

At  present  the  only  satisfactory  method  in  a  village  seems  to  be 
that  each  person  should  keep  his  own  cottage  in  a  cleanly  condi¬ 
tion,  and  prevent  his  well  from  being  contaminated. 

The  fewer  water  closets  the  better,  as,  in  these  cases,  there  is 
seldom  any  effectual  means  of  dealing  with  the  sewage,  and  a 
nuisance,  instead  of  being  remedied,  is  merely  carried  from  one 
point  to  another. 

No  case  of  overcrowding  has  been  reported  during  the  year. 
The  population  is  almost  wholly  engaged  in  agriculture,  and  no 
offensive  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  district. 

No  case  arose  during  the  year  in  which  it  was  found  necessary  to 
condemn  any  meat  or  other  article  of  food. 

i/ 

The  bake-houses  and  slaughter-houses  are  inspected  at  intervals, 
and  whenever  needed  they  have  been  limewashed  and  cleansed. 

In  nearly  every  case  it  has  been  only  necessary  to  ask  the  owner 
or  occupier  to  do  what  is  wanted,  and  the  nuisance  has  been 
removed  without  bringing  the  case  before  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

The  accompanying  tables  will  explain  themselves.  They  are 
filled  up  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board. 

The  returns  of  sickness  among  paupers  shows  a  considerable 
diminution  of  cases  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Many  of  the  cases  were  of  a  chronic  nature,  and  many  of  them 
were  entered  as  suffering  from  old  age  and  debility. 

There  were  no  cases  of  measles  or  enteric  fever  among  the  poor. 
Whooping-cough  was  rather  prevalent  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
but  there  was  nothing  of  any  special  importance  which  calls  for 
remark. 

Ten  deaths  occurred  in  the  Thakeham  workhouse,  and  these 
have  been  distributed  among  the  various  parishes. 


TABLE  OP  DEATHS  during  the  year  1878,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  THAKEHAM;  classified  according  to  Diseases, 
Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(A)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes 
Townships,  Wards,  or  other  areas  of 
known  popxilation)  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics  :  public 
institutions  being  excluded. 
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TABLE  OE  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  THAKEHAM,  1876,  for  the  twelve  calendar 


months  ending  December  31st,  1876. 


* 

(A;  Deaths  (among1  all  classes)  regis-  1 
tered  as  having-  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

(B)  Sickness  and 
Paupers. 

Deaths 

among- 

( c Tf  fhpre  he  anv  Hospital  or  other  Public  Idcdical  Iu- 

(C)  station  in  Yof  nePar  the  District  or  Division,  the 
subjoined  are  to  he  filled  up. 

NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

Total  Deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above  ;  in¬ 
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in  cols.  IV.  and  V. 
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8 

•  •  • 

Injuries 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

4 

... 

Diseases  not  Named  Above  ... 

16 

41 

•  •  • 

12 

>181 

•  •  • 

20 

Total...  ••  i  -  ■  • 

35 

93 

- — 

— 

17 

220 

— 

24 

F 
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RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OR 
EAST  PRESTON. 

Population  (1871)  6,937.  Abea  in  Acbes,  30,320, 

No.  op  Houses  (1871)  1,330. 

Dubing  the  year  1876,  the  births  of  220  children,  and  the 
deaths  of  124  persons  were  registered  ;  in  the  year  1875;  there 
were  214  births  and  142  deaths.  Estimating  the  population  in 
the  middle  of  1876  at  7,442,  the  birth-rate  was  295  and  the  death- 
rate  was  16'6  per  1000. 

Of  the  births,  114  were  male  and  106  were  female  ;  of  the 
deaths,  57  were  male  and  67  were  female. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  during  the  year 
was  36.5,  and  the  death-rate  was  2  TO  per  1000  persons  living. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  were  20  in  number,  or  about 
one  in  sis  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  ;  of  these  14  were  under 
and  six  were  over,  five  years  of  age.  The  20  deaths  included  three 
from  measles,  four  from  scarlatina,  two  from  diphtheria,  two  from 
whooping  cough,  one  from  enteric  fever,  one  from  a  doubtful  form  of 
feYer,  six  from  diarrhoea,  and  one  from  erysipelas. 

The  rate  of  mortality  from  these  disorders  was  about  26  per 
1000  persons  living. 

Measles  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent  in  some  Tillages,  and 
three  infants  died  from  this  cause  and  inflammation  of  the  lungs. 

Scarlet  fever  was  very  prevalent  in  the  autumn  all  along  the 
South  Coast,  and  it  appeared  in  many  of  the  villages  ;  sometimes 
it  would  crop  up  in  an  isolated  house  on  the  Downs,  sometimes  it 
would  seem  to  have  its  origin  in  a  school ;  but  in  most  cases  it 
was  very  doubtful  to  say  whence  the  fever  arose.  It  generally 
appears  in  villages  after  the  neighbouring  town  has  suffered,  and 
there  must  be  so  many  ways  in  which  the  disorder  may  unknow¬ 
ingly  be  caught,  that  those  who  take  every  precaution  may  yet 
catch  the  disease.  In  East  Preston  Workhouse  scarlet  fever  broke 
out  in  November.  There  were  in  all  nine  cases,  and  all  the 
children  were  in  the  girls’  school ;  none  in  the  boys’  school  were 
attacked. 

The  first  child  was  taken  ill  on  November  20th  ;  five  more  were 
admitted  into  the  infectious  ward  on  November  24th,  one  more  on 
November  27th,  one  on  December  4th,  and  one  on  December  5th. 
The  fever  appeared  in  a  mild  form,  and  each  child  made  a  good  re¬ 
covery.  About  half  the  children  in  the  girls’  school  were  attacked. 
It  was  not  clear  how  the  fever  was  introduced.  East  Preston 
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Workhouse  is  a  large  isolated  building,  and  the  children  are  kept 
distinct  from  the  other  inmates. 

On  October  31st,  two  children  were  admitted  into  the  Work- 
house,  but  they  had  not  had  scarlatina  ;  they  went  to  the  boys’ 
school.  On  November  16th  another  child  was  admitted  to  the 
girls’  school ;  she  came  from  an  infected  neighbourhood,  but  there 
was  no  fever  in  the  house  whence  she  came. 

On  November  7th  two  other  little  girls  were  admitted  in  the 
girls’  school ;  they  also  came  from  a  much  infected  neighbourhood, 
and  they  had  not  had  the  fever  recently,  although  as  far  as  1  could 
make  out  they  had  had  scarlatina  some  months  previously. 

Now  there  were  no  other  cases  of  admission  into  the  Workhouse 
school ;  no  children  had  been  allowed  out ;  no  friends  had  been  to 
visit  them,  and  no  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  first  case  of  scarlatina  occurred  in  a  child  who  slept  in  a  bed 
next  to  the  two  girls  who  were  last  admitted;  so  that,  assuming 
these  last  admissions  brought  the  disease  with  them,  the  period  of 
incubation  must  have  been  at  least  eleven  da  vs  :  for  children,  when 
admitted,  do  not  go  into  the  school  until  after  the  medical  officer 
has  seen  them,  and  in  this  case  the  children  did  not  mingle  until 
November  9th. 

There  was  one  death  from  enteric  fever,  and  this  occurred  at 
West  Tarring  to  a  little  girl  four  years  old  ;  about  a  fortnight 
afterwards  two  other  children  in  the  same  house  had  scarlet  fever, 
but  recovered. 

Of  the  six  deaths  from  diarrhoea,  five  were  infants  and  one  was 
an  aged  person.  The  infants  were  delicate  children  and  never 
seemed  to  thrive.  There  did  not  seem  to  be  any  insanitary  con¬ 
ditions  to  account  for  their  illness. 

The  area  and  population  of  East  Preston  Rural  Sanitary  Dis- 
trict  have  been  altered.  Part  of  the  Parish  of  Broadwater  has 
been  taken  from  this  district  and  added  to  the  Urban  Sanitary 
District  of  W orthing.  This  district  loses  about  200  acres  and  600 
people. 

The  area  and  population  above  given  mean  that  those  are  the 
numbers  which  would  have  been  correct  in  1871,  were  the  district 
at  that  time  of  its  present  dimensions. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  statistical  tables,  the  three  sub-districts  of 
Worthing,  Littlehampton,  and  Arundel  have  been  taken.  The 
Worthing  sub-district  does  not  include  ^Worthing  or  West  Wor¬ 
thing,  which  are  urban  districts  ;  the  Littlehampton  sub-district 
does  not  include  the  urban  district  of  Littlehampton  ;  the  Arundel 
sub-district  does  not  include  Arundel. 

Thus  the  rural  sanitary  district  of  East  Preston  in  no  way  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Union  boundaries.  There  are  no  less  than  four 
urban  areas  or  islets  which  are  taken  out  of  the  Union  for  sanitary 
purposes,  leaving  20  parishes  scattered  about,  and  none  of  them  of 
any  considerable  size. 
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The  birth-rate  and  death-rate 

in  each  district  are 

here  shown  : — 

Worthing  sub-district . 

.  25-9 

20-8 

Littlehampton  sub-district... 

.  30-8 

13-7 

Arundel  sub-district  . 

.  337 

154 

Whole  district  . 

.  295 

166 

The  infant  mortality  is  a  fair  test  of  the  healthiness  of  a  district. 

1/ 

Whenever  it  is  low,  a  district  may  be  looked  upon  as  healthy. 

In  England  and  Wales  during  1876,  the  rate  of  infant  mortality 
measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year,  to  births, 
was  146  per  1000,  against  149,  151  and  158  in  the  three  preced¬ 
ing  years. 

In  this  district  the  rate  was  as  low  as  86  per  1000. 

As  many  as  39  persons  died  sixty  years  of  age  and  upwards,  or 
nearly  one-third  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  In  England  and 
Wales  out  of  every  1000  persons  who  died  last  year,  only  244  were 
sixty  years  of  age  and  upwards  ;  in  this  district  there  would  have 
been  314  per  1000  who  died  over  sixty  }rears. 

Infant  mortality  is  very  low,  and  people  live  to  a  great  age  in 
this  district. 

There  were  fifteen  deaths  in  the  East  Preston  Workhouse,  and 
these  have  been  distributed  among  the  different  parishes. 

The  population  is  nearly  wholly  employed  in  agriculture  and 
there  are  no  offensive  trades  or  manufactures. 

The  people  live  for  the  greater  part  on  a  wide  low-lying  plain 
between  the  South  Downs  and  the  sea  ;  the  soil  is  of  a  loamy  or 
shingly  nature,  overlying  the  chalk.  Some  villages  are  situated  on 
a  higher  level  and  directly  on  the  chalk. 

Water  Supply. — The  water,  as  a  rule,  is  very  good  throughout 
the  district. 

The  wells  in  the  chalk  are  sometimes  very  deep  ;  those  on  the 
low-lying  ground  are  in  general  shallow,  and  in  wet  seasons  water 
may  readily  be  obtained  close  to  the  surface.  In  no  village  are 
there  any  public  water  works,  nor,  in  fact,  do  any  seem  to  be  re¬ 
quired.  Wells  are  commonly  used,  and  care  is  taken  to  keep  them 
clean  and  free  from  contamination. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. — The  is  nothing  special  to  report  on 
the  subject  of  drains  and  sewers.  In  each  village  the  houses  are 
mostly  isolated,  and  each  deals  with  its  own  excreta. 

There  is  no  place  in  the  district  which  is  of  larger  size  than  a 
village,  and  there  are  at  present  no  structural  works  which  require 
detailing. 

A  few  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported  and  have  been 
remedied  ;  in  many  cases  dirty  cottages  have  been  limewashed, 
and  whenever  infectious  disease  has  been  present,  the  cottage  has 
been  first  fumigated  by  burning  sulphur  for  some  hours  and  then 
limewashing  it. 
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No  case  has  arisen  in  which  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  con¬ 
demn  any  meat  or  other  article  of  food. 

The  bakehouses  and  the  slaughterhouses  are  inspected  period¬ 
ically  and  are  kept  in  a  cleanly  state ;  no  action,  therefore,  has 
been  taken  about  them. 

The  accompanying  tables  are  framed  on  the  plan  approved  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  they  give  information  as  to  the 
causes  of  death  at  various  ages,  and  as  to  .  the  amount  of  pauper 
sickness. 


TABLE  OE  DEATHS  during  the  year  1876,  in  the  Dural  Sanitary  District  of  EAST  PRESTON ;  classified  according  to  Diseases, 
Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(A)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes 
Townships,  Wards,  or  other  areas  of 
known  population)  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics  :  public 
institutions  being  excluded, 

1 

Population 

AT  ALL  AGES. 

Registered  Births. 

Mortality  from  all  causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES- 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  in  Persons  under  Five 

Years  of  Age. 
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2 
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to 
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3189 
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5 
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1 
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. 

S 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

Publio  § 
Institutions.^ 

4 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

l 

6937 

7442 

220 

124 

19 

24 

8 

7 

27 

39 1 

Under  5 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

5 

9 

1 

1 

Totals . 

5  upwds 

2 

l 

1 

J. 

1 

1 

13 

6 

7 

3 

TABLE  OE  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  EAST  PRESTON,  1876,  for  the  twelve  calendar 


months  ending  December  3 1st,  1876. 


m 

1ME  OE  DISEASE. 

(A;  Deaths  (among:  all  classes)  regis¬ 
tered  as  having  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

(B)  Sickness  and 
Paupers. 

Deaths 

among 

(C)  If  there  he  any  Hospital  or  other  Public  Medical  In¬ 

stitution  in  or  near  the  District  or  Division,  the 
subjoined  are  to  be  filled  up. 

Total  Deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above  ;  in¬ 
cluding  those  enter’d 
in  cols.  IY.  and  V. 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have  come  into 
the  District  or  Divi¬ 
sion  with  their  fatal 
illness  upon  them. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  among  out-door  pau¬ 
pers;  and  among  any  paupers  who 
belong  to  the  District  or  Division,  and 
have  been  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
on  account  of  illness ;  whether  the 
Workhouse  be  within  or  without  the 
District  or  Division. 

t 

IN-PATIENTS. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  in  such  institutions 
among  inmates  who  belong  to  the 
District  or  Division. 

OUT-PATIENTS. 

New  cases  of  Sickness 
among  persons  who 
belong  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  or  Division, and 
are  out-patients  of 
Hospitals  or  pa¬ 
tients  of  Dispen¬ 
saries. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths; 

New  Cases, 

Deaths, 

Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
a»d  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and.  upwrds; 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs- 
and  upwris. 

Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
6  years* 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

i. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

Y. 

VI. 

VII- 

VIII. 

IX* 

X. 

XI. 

XII, 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 
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0  0  0 

•  •  « 

Measles  ...  ...  . 
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3 
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Phthisis 

•  •  • 
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13 
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Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &  Pleurisy 

9 

6 

2 

10 

•  • 

•  •  • 

Heart-Disease 

1 

7 

9  0  0 

6 
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Injuries 

I 

3 
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15 

•9  0 

2 

Diseases  hot  Named  Aboye 

18 

46 

■  •  • 

35 

312 

2 

28 

Total...  ... 

43 

81 

»  •  ( 

•  •  • 

74 
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6 

34 
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RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 

MIDHURST. 

Population  (1871)  13,051.  Area  in  Acres,  65,775. 
No.  oe  Houses  (1871)  2,623. 

During  the  year  1876,  the  births  of  406  children,  and  the  deaths 
of  221  persons  were  registered  ;  in  the  year  1875  there  were  389 
births  and  209  deaths.  Of  the  births  201  were  male  and  205  were 
female  ;  of  the  deaths  121  were  male  and  100  were  female.  Estim¬ 
ating  the  population  in  the  middle  of  1876  at  13,283,  the  birth-rate 
was  30  5,  and  the  death-rate  was  166  per  1000. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  during  the  year 
was  365,  and  the  death-rate  was  210  per  1000  persons  living. 

The  accompanying  tables  only  give  the  statistics  for  the  nine 
months  ending  December  31st,  1876,  as  this  authority  did  not  join 
the  West  Sussex  Combination  until  March  25th.  During  this 
period  there  were  309  births  and  150  deaths.  The  deaths  from 
zymotic  diseases  during  these  nine  months  were  seven  in  number, 
or  about  1  in  21  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  ;  of  these,  2  were 
under  and  5  were  over  five  years  of  age.  These  seven  deaths 
include  two  from  small-pox,  one  from  scarlatina,  two  from  enteric 
fever,  one  from  diarrhoea,  and  one  from  erysipelas.  The  two 
deaths  from  small-pox  occurred  in  the  same  family  at  TTpperton,  in 
the  parish  of  Tillington.  The  history  of  these  cases  was  as 
follows  :  — 

A.  P.,  middle-aged,  came  down,  on  July  12th,  from  London, 
where  she  had  been  staying  for  a  month,  to  visit  her  friends  at 
IJpperton ;  to  her  knowledge  she  had  never  been  near  a  case  of 
small-pox.  On  the  13th  of  July  she  felt  poorly,  and  on  the  17th 
she  had  a  few  spots  on  her  face  and  arms  ;  she  kept  in  doors,  but 
she  was  hardly  ill  enough  to  be  confined  to  ber  bed,  nor  did  she 
know  from  what  she  was  suffering.  At  this  time  there  were  in 
the  house, 

J.  P.,  aged  63  years, 

M.  P.,  his  wife, 

J.  P.,  a  son,  aged  35  years, 

E.  P.,  a  son,  aged  31  years, 

G.  P.,  a  grandson,  aged  2  years. 

There  was  no  small-pox  in  the  neighbourhood  at  the  time,  and 
none  of  the  above  individuals  had  been  away  from  home  except  to 
work  on  a  farm. 
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J.  P.,  the  father,  was  taken  ill  with  small-pox  on  July  29th,  and 
the  rash  appeared  on  August  2nd.  He  had  been  vaccinated  a 
great  many  years  ago,  but  the  marks  were  very  indistinct.  He 
eventually  recovered  after  having  had  a  moderately  severe  attack. 

J.  P.,  the  son,  aged  35  years,  was  taken  ill  on  July  31st,  and 
the  rash  of  confluent  small-pox  appeared  on  August  2nd ;  he 
died  on  August  12th ;  he  had  been  successfully  vaccinated  in 
infancy,  but  the  rash  was  too  abundant  to  make  out  clearly  the 
vaccination  marks. 

M.  P.,  the  wife  of  J.  P.,  sen.,  was  also  successfully  vaccinated  in 
infancy,  and  two  old  marks  were  visible  ;  she  was  taken  ill  on 
August  13th,  the  rash  appearing  on  August  18th  ;  she  had  a  mild 
attack  and  made  a  good  recovery. 

E.  P.,  a  son,  aged  31  years,  was  taken  ill  with  confluent  small¬ 
pox  on  August  18th  ;  he  slept  in  the  same  bed  with  his  elder 
brother  before  he  knew  the  nature  of  the  disease ;  he  too  had  been 
successfully  vaccinated  in  infancy,  and  three  old  marks  were 
visible.  He  had  a  severe  attack  and  died  on  August  26th. 

The  grandchild,  two  years  of  age,  was  protected  by  successful 
vaccination  in  infancy,  and  escaped  altogether. 

The  cottage  in  which  these  people  lived  was  semi-detached,  and 
it  was  separated  from  the  village  street  by  a  farm  yard. 

As  soon  as  the  disease  appeared  and  was  recognised,  all  the 
inmates  in  the  two  cottages  were  kept  within,  and  the  plaee  was 
watched  night  and  day  so  as  to  prevent  any  one  going  to  the 
infected  spot.  All  the  children  in  the  adjacent  cottage  over  seven 
years  of  age  were  re-vaccinated,  and  with  success.  The  wife  was 
also  successfully  re-vaccinated.  The  father  had  been  successfully 
re-vaccinated  five  years  before,  so  the  operation  was  not  repeated 
on  this  occasion.  No  members  of  this  family  suffered  at  all  from 
small-pox.  The  father  was  kept  from  work,  but  his  wages  were 
continued  as  before,  and  he  did  all  he  could  to  prevent  any  spread. 

When  the  first  fatal  ease  occurred  the  burial  took  place  at  night, 
and  was  carried  out  by  some  men  who,  some  years  ago,  had  had 
small-pox.  The  carpenter  who  made  the  coffin  had,  however, 
occasion  to  go  into  the  house  for  a  few  minutes  at  midnight  of 
August  12th  to  complete  some  arrangements.  He  had  never  had 
small-pox  ;  he  lived  at  Tillington,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
away,  and  he  had  been  successfully  vaccinated  in  infancy  in  three 
places.  On  August  26th  about  midday  he  fell  ill  and  was  attacked 
with  small-pox,  but  eventually  he  made  a  good  recovery. 

Two  young  children  in  this  second  house  were  successfully  re¬ 
vaccinated  and  sent  away  immediately  ;  they  escaped  altogether. 

The  wife  and  a  young  man  were  obliged  to  stay  in  the  house,  and 
they  also  were  successfully  re-vaccinated. 

The  wife  was  poorly  for  two  or  three  days,  and  seemed  to  have 
a  modified  form  of  small-pox  ;  she  was  taken  ill  on  September  9th, 
and  a  few  spots  appeared  on  the  face,  neck,  and  arms.  There  is 
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but  little  doubt  that  the  vaccination  prevented  a  more  sevefe 
attack. 

The  young  man  escaped  the  disease. 

As  in  the  previous  case,  isolation  was  enforced,  and  the  disorder 
did  not  spread  in  the  village. 

The  disorder  appeared  in  a  third  house,  about  thirty  yards  from 
the  cottage  where  the  disease  originally  broke  out, 

The  patient  was  a  middle-aged  woman,  who  was  very  nervous 
about  the  outbreak  ;  she  had  never  seen  any  of  the  cases  of  small¬ 
pox,  but  she  was  much  alarmed,  and  she  dated  her  illness  from  the 
time  when  the  second  case  was  buried.  She  certainly  had  no 
direct  communication  with  the  infected  spot. 

She  fell  ill  on  September  10th,  and  the  rash  was  out  on 
September  13th,  and  eventually  she  made  a  good  recovery, 
having  been  successfully  vaccinated  when  young.  The  other  in¬ 
mates  of  the  house  were  successfully  re-vaccinated  and  no  other 
cases  occurred. 

Isolation  was  here  also  enforced,  and  compensation  was  given  to 
the  husband,  who  was  kept  from  work. 

All  the  clothing  was  washed  at  home,  and  as  soon  as  recovery 
took  place,  the  rooms  in  each  case  were  fumigated  by  burning 
sulphur  in  them  for  six  hours,  and  at  the  same  time  the  bedding 
and  clothes  used  by  the  patients  were  burnt  in  an  adjoining  field. 
The  houses  were  then  thoroughly  cleansed  and  limewashed. 

Compensation  was  given  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  the 
destruction  of  the  clothing,  &c. 

Of  the  seven  cases,  four  were  over  fifty  years  of  age,  and  all  re¬ 
covered,  although  none  of  them  had  been  re-vaccinated.  Of  the 
remaining  three,  between  thirty  and  forty  years  of  age,  two 
suffered  from  a  confluent  form  of  disease  and  died,  while  the  third 
was  very  ill  for  a  time  and  then  recovered. 

In  the  first  house  five  out  of  six  inmates  were  attacked  ;  in  the 
second  house,  where  the  infection  was  accidentally  carried,  one  out 
of  five  suffered  severely,  and  one  had  a  very  modified  attack.  In 
the  third  house  only  one  was  attacked  out  of  seven. 

Scarlet  fever  appeared  in  the  district  on  several  occasions,  but 
in  a  very  mild  form,  and  it  did  not  spread. 

Along  the  South  Coast  it  was  very  prevalent,  but  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  an  isolated  case  appeared  now  and  again,  and  on  one  occasion 
with  a  fatal  result. 

When  those  attacked  had  recovered,  the  cottages  were  disin¬ 
fected  by  burning  sulphur  in  them,  and  they  were  afterwards 
cleansed  and  limewashed. 

Enteric  fever  caused  two  deaths  ;  in  one,  the  cause  was  not 
clear ;  in  the  other,  the  whole  family  had  suffered  from  this  dis¬ 
order,  and  there  had  been  two  deaths  previously,  but  these  occurred 
just  before  this  authority  joined  the  combination. 

This  family  lived  in  an  old  house  at  Midhurst,  and  the  cause  of 
the  fever  was  due  to  the  escape  of  sewer  gas  into  the  basement  of 
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‘the  house  ;  the  smell  at  times  was  very  offensive,  and  one  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  family  after  another  fell  ill.  The  house  was  situated  at 
about  the  highest  point  of  the  sewer,  and  therefore  at  a  spot  where 
the  noxious  gases  would  be  most  likely  to  accumulate. 

The  trap  was  altered  and  the  drain  was  ventilated  by  carrying 
up  a  shaft  outside  the  house.  There  were  no  other  cases  of  catch¬ 
ing  disorders  which  call  for  any  special  notice. 

This  district  is  formed  chiefly  by  Weald  Clay,  but  a  considerable 
portion  towards  the  south  lies  on  the  lower  greensand,  gault,  upper 
greensand,  and  chalk. 

This  area  is  drained  by  the  river  Rother,  which  runs  from  west 
to  east,  and,  passing  by  Petworth,  it  joins  the  river  Arun  near 
Pulborough. 

There  are  26  parishes  in  the  Union,  but  few  of  the  villages  are 
■of  any  large  size. 

Midhurst  is  the  most  important  town ;  it  is  situated  on  the 
river  Pother  and  lies  on  somewhat  low  ground  upon  the  lower 
greensand. 

There  are  three  sub-districts  in  this  Union. 

1.  Midhurst  sub-district  contains  ten  parishes  and  a  portion  of 
Steep. 

2.  Fernhurst  sub-district  contains  four  parishes,  and  the  remaim 
ing  portion  of  Steep. 

3.  Harting  sub-district  contains  eleven  parishes. 

As  the  town  of  Midhurst  is  the  largest  place,  the  statistics  for 
this  parish  have  been  given  separately  in  the  tables  which  accoim 
pany  this  report. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death-rate  for  the  year  in  the 
different  portions  of  the  district : — 

Births.  Birth-rate.  Deaths.  Death-rate, 

Midhurst  Parish . 47  ...  30*7  ...  36  ...  235 

Rest  of  Midhurst  Sub-district  147  ...  3P5  ...  73  ...  15-6 

Fernhurst  Sub-district  . .  61  ...  26’8  ...  37  ...  162 

Harting  Sub-district .  151  ...  31*3  ...  75  ...  15*5 

Total...  406  ...  30*5  ...  221  ...  16*6 

The  infant  mortality  is  a  good  test  of  the  sanitary  state  of  a 
district.  In  some  large  towns  as  many  as  150,  out  of  every  1000 
infants  born,  die  in  their  first  year. 

In  this  sanitary  district  only  61  infants,  out  of  every  1000  infants 
born,  died  in  their  first  year.  This  rate  is  very  low,  and  indeed  it 
is  less  than  that  met  with  in  any  ocher  part  of  the  combined 
district. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales,  during  1876,  the  rate  of 
infant  mortality,  measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths  under  one 
year  to  births,  was  146  per  1000. 

As  many  as  96  persons,  out  of  221  who  died  during  the  year  in 
this  district,  were  sixty  years  old  and  upwards  ;  in  the  last  nine 


months  of  the  year  G9  out  of  150  who  died  were  sixty  years  old 
and  upwards. 

In  other  words,  out  of  every  1000  persons  who  die,  as  many  as 
434  would  have  reached  the  age  of  sixty  years,  while  throughout 
England  and  Wales  last  year,  out  of  every  L000  persons  who  died, 
only  244  were  aged  sixty  years  and  more. 

These  facts  show  that  the  infant  mortality  in  Midhurst  Union  is 
small,  and  that  adult  life  is  prolonged  beyond  the  average. 

This  healthy  state  is  in  great  measure  caused  by  the  people  being 
chiefly  employed  in  agriculture,  and  thus  leading  an  out-of-door 
life ;  by  the  absence  of  any  overcrowding,  as  the  villages  are  very 
much  scattered  about,  and  each  house  is  more  or  less  isolated  by 
having  a  garden  surrounding  it ;  and  by  the  absence  of  any 
manufactures  or  noxious  trades  which  might  be  injurious  to 
health. 

Water  Supply. — In  nearly  every  case  the  sapply  is  obtained 
from  wells  of  greater  or  less  depth ;  here  and  there  one  meets 
with  a  spring  which  yields  a  good  supply,  while  in  a  few  cases  the 
people  have  recourse  to  dipping  holes. 

Midhurst  itself  is  a  town  which  most  of  all  stands  in  need  of  a 
better  water  supply. 

The  parish  is  of  small  extent,  containing  671  acres.  There  are 
about  302  inhabited  houses,  with  a  population  of  1465  in  1871, 
and  of  about  1530  at  the  present  time. 

In  most  cases  the  houses  are  supplied  with  shallow  wells,  which 
allow  of  soakage  from  the  surrounding  soil ;  and  it  is  by  no  means 
infrequent  to  find  the  ground  around  a  well  saturated  with  filth* 
or  with  the  soakage  from  an  adjacent  cesspit. 

From  various  inquiries  which  have  been  made  duriug  the  past 
year  it  would  seem  that  about  80  houses,  with  a  population  of 
about  400  people,  are  supplied  with  impure  water  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  between  one-third  and  one-fourth  of  the  population  have 
no  proper  and  wholesome  supply  of  water. 

The  health  of  the  people  does  not  seem  to  suffer  much  from  this 
defect,  because  when  a  well  is  contaminated  the  occupier  borrows 
from  a  neighbour  who  has  a  good  supply,  but  this  involves  much 
inconvenience,  and  many  persons  have  to  go  long  distances  for 
good  water. 

Each  house  should  have  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  water  ; 
this,  however,  is  not  the  case  in  Midhurst.  In  many  cases  the 
quality  is  very  bad  ;  in  other  cases  the  quantity  is  very  defective. 

There  are  several  good  springs  and  streams  around  the  town, 
whence  water  could  be  obtained,  and  this  subject  has  occupied 
much  of  the  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  •  nothing  definite 
has  as  yet  been  decided  upon. 

There  is  a  little  village  called  Easebourne,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  Midhurst,  which  is  better  supplied  with  water  than  any 
other  village  in  the  combined  district.  The  water  is  obtained 
from  a  spring  on  some  rising  ground  to  the  north  of  the  village, 
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and  it  is  carried  down  parallel  to  the  main  street  by  a  leaden  pipe, 
and  a  branch  pipe  can  be  laid  on  to  any  house  that  requires  it. 
There  is  an  unfailing  supply  of  excellent  quality. 

Deainage  and  Sewaoe.  —  In  the  villages  there  is  no  regular 
system  of  drainage,  and  as  there  is  a  plot  of  land  to  nearly  every 
cottage,  each  householder  is  generally  able  to  deal  with  the 
excreta  without  causing  any  nuisance. 

In  the  town  of  Midhurst  there  are  several  drains  and  sewers, 
and  the  contents  find  their  way  eventually  into  the  river  Bother. 
The  town  is  well  situated  for  drainage,,  and  there  is  an  ample 
fall  in  every  direction.  The  drains  have  not,  hitherto,  been 
properly  ventilated,  and  some  of  the  traps  are  defective.  During 
the  past  year  several  ventilating  pipes  have  been  put  up  so  as  to 
allow  of  the  escape  of  sewer  gas  into  the  air  at  a  height  above 
the  eaves  of  the  houses.  In  other  cases  traps  have  been  repaired, 
and,  when  possible,  indoor  traps  have  been  removed  and  others 
placed  outside  the  houses. 

A  few  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  remedied  during  the 
year. 

No  case  has  arisen  in  which  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
condemn  any  meat  or  other  article  of  food. 

The  bake-houses  and  slaughter-houses  have  been  inspected 
periodically,  and  they  have  been  kept  in  a  cleanly  state  ;  no  action, 
therefore,  has  been  taken  about  them. 

The  accompanying  tables  are  framed  on  the  plan  approved  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  they  give  information  as  to  the 
causes  of  death  at  various  ages,  and  as  to  the  amount  of  sickness 
among  paupers. 


TABLE  OP  DEATHS  during  the  nine  months  ending  Dec.  31st,  1876,  in  the  Dural  Sanitary  District  of  MIDHURST ;  classified 
according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during 

the  nine  months. 


(A)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes 
Townships,  Wards,  or  other  areas  of 
known  population)  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics  :  public 
institutions  being  excluded. 
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TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  MIDHITRST,  1876,  for  the  nine  calendar 


months  ending  December  31st,  1876. 


(A/  Deaths  (among1  all  classes)  regis¬ 
tered  as  having  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

Total  Deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above  ;  in¬ 
cluding  those  enter’d 
in  cols.  IV.  and  V. 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have  come  into 
the  District  or  Divi¬ 
sion  with  their  fatal 
illness  upon  them. 

Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
5  years- 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds? 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV- 

V. 

Small-Pox  ...  ..  ...  •  ... 

2 

Measles  ...  . 

•  •  • 

Scarlatina  ... 

•  1 

Diphtheria .  . 

Croup  (not  “  spasmodic  ”) 

•  .  . 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

*b  g 

r  Typhus 

.5  © 
s  ® 

Enteric 

2 

k  Of  other  or  doubtful  sorts 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  ... 

1 

1  ... 

Cholera 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

Pyaemia 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

Ague 

•  •  •  •••  •  •  . 

Phthisis 

12 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &  Pleurisy 

5 

4 

Heart-Disease 

21 

Injuries 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Diseases  not  Named  Above 

24 

74 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Total... 

33 

117 

- — 

(B)  Sickness  and  Deaths  among 
Paupers. 


Sickness  and  Deaths  among  out-door  pau¬ 
pers;  and  among  any  paupers  who 
belong  to  the  District  or  Division,  and 
have  been  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
on  account  of  illness  ;  whether  the 
Workhouse  be  within  or  without  the 
District  or  Division. 


New  Cases. 


Aged  under 
5  years. 


VI. 


Aged  5  jrs. 
a,nd  upwr Is 


til 


Deaths; 


Aged  under 
5  years. 


VIII. 


Aged  5  yis. 
and  upwrds 


IX. 


(C)  If  there  he  any  Hospital  or  other  Public  Medical  In¬ 
stitution  in  or  near  the  District  or  Division,  the 
subjoined  are  to  be  filled  up. 


IN-PATIENTS. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  in  such  institutions 
among  inmates  who  belong  to  the 
District  or  Division. 


New  Cases, 


Aged  under 
5  years* 


X. 


Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds, 


XI. 


Deaths, 


Aged  under 
5  years. 


XII, 


Aged  5  yrs 
and  upwrds 


XIII. 


OUT-PATIENTS. 

New  cases  of  Sickness 
among  persons  who 
belong  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  or  Division, and 
are  out-patients  of 
Hospitals  or  pa¬ 
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URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OP 

WORTHING. 

Population  (1871)  8,013.  Area  in  Acres,  784. 

No.  oe  Houses  (1871)  1,440. 

During  the  year  1876  the  births  of  258  children  and  the  deaths 
of  178  persons  were  registered.  Of  the  births  131  were  male  and 
127  were  female  ;  of  the  deaths  89  were  male  and  89  were  female. 
Estimating  the  population  in  the  middle  of  1876  at  8860,  the 
birth-rate  was  29'1,  and  the  death-rate  was  20'0,  per  1000  persons 
living.  The  178  deaths  include,  however,  the  deaths  of  15  visitors; 
excluding  these,  the  death-rate  was  183  per  1000. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales,  the  birth-rate  during  the  year 
was  365,  and  the  death-rate  was  2  l'O  per  1000  persons  living. 

The  deaths  from  zy^motic  diseases  were  29  in  number,  ur  about 
one  in  six  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  ;  of  these  19  were  under, 
and  9  were  over,  live  years  of  age.  The  29  deaths  include  four 
from  measles,  sixteen  from  scarlatina,  two  from  diphtheria,  one 
from  whooping  cough,  five  from  diarrhoea,  and  one  from  puerperal 
fever.  The  rate  of  mortality  from  these  disorders  was  3  2  per 
1000  persons  living.  Measles  appeared  in  the  third  quarter  of  the 
year,  and  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent ;  some  children  had 
measles  first  and  scarlatina  afterwards. 

&  car  let  fever  was  very  prevalent  in  Worthing  in  the  autumn  of 
the  year ;  in  the  spring  there  were  a  few  cases  ;  in  August  there 
were  several  more  ;  in  September  and  October  there  was  a  rapid 
increase  in  the  number  of  children  attacked,  while  during  Novem¬ 
ber  and  December  there  was  a  decline. 

This  disorder  has  been  very  common  along  the  South  Coast  the 
whole  of  the  year,  and  has  been  widely  spread  and  of  a  mild  form. 
The  mildness  of  the  attacks  has  been  one  chief  cause  of  its  spread. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  epidemic  there  were  many  children 
attacked  so  lightly  that  they  ran  about  as  usual,  so  that  numbers 
of  other  children  became  infected.  It  began  chiefly  among:  the 
poor,  and  then  it  ascended  to  the  more  wealthy  classes.  Sixteen 
children  died  during  the  year,  and  of  these,  10  were  under  five 
years  of  age  ;  of  the  sixteen,  twelve  died  in  the  last  three  months 
of  the  year.  Not  less  than  250  children  were  probably  attacked 
during  the  year. 

It  seemed  unadvisable  to  close  any  school,  because  the  children 
when  kept  away  would  have  played  with  other  infected  children, 
and  this  in  fact  was  often  found  to  be  the  case.  It  did  not  appear 


that  the  schools  had  any  marked  influence  in  spreading  the  dis¬ 
order. 

When  scarlatina  appears  in  a  hamlet  or  a  small  village  whence 
children  come  to  a  school  in  another  hamlet,  then  keeping  the 
children  from  the  infected  district  away  from  the  others  is  a  very 
good  plan.  It  should  be  a  rule  that  every  child  in  a  house  known 
to  be  infected  be  kept  from  school. 

Scarlet  fever  varies  much  in  its  power  of  spreading;  every  year 
a  few  cases  appear  now  and  again  and  do  not  increase  in  number  ; 
at  another  time  it  will  spread  with  great  rapidity. 

Every  house  in  which  scarlatina  appeared,  and  where  information 
was  given  to  the  sanitary  officers,  was  fumigated  by  burning  sul¬ 
phur  in  the  rooms  as  soon  as  the  inmates  were  all  well  enough  to 
go  out.  In  this  way  about  sixty  houses  were  treated  amongst  the 
poor,  and  disinfectants  were  also  supplied  at  the  expense  of  the 
sanitary  authority.  There  was  not  one  case  in  which  an  order  had 
to  be  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  disinfecting  a  house. 

There  was  no  local  cause  which  could  account  for  the  outbreak. 
The  absence  of  anv  epidemic  of  this  disease  for  several  vears  had 
led  to  an  accumulation  of  young  children  who  were  ready  to 
develop  the  disorder  as  soon  as  it  appeared. 

The  two  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  the  same  house  in 
Montague-street ;  one  child  six  years  old  died  in  January,  another 
16  months  old,  died  in  August.  The  house  was  very  damp  and 
gloomy,  and  the  children  lived  in  a  room  where  scarcely  any  sun¬ 
light  entered  ;  the  atmosphere  was  always  close,  damp,  impure, 
and  depressing. 

The  sewer  in  this  street  is  very  defective  and  imperfectly  ven¬ 
tilated.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  sewer  cannot  be  put  in  good 
order  until  the  main  system  is  finished. 

The  house  is  now  empty,  as  the  family  have  left. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  typhus  or  enteric  fever. 

Of  the  five  deaths  from  diarrhoea,  one  occurred  in  March,  to  an 
infant  15  weeks  old,  badly  nourished;  one  in  July,  80  j ears  of 
age  ;  one  in  August,  13  months  old  ;  another  in  August,  16  days 
old,  and  one  in  October,  four  years  old.  The  cause  of  the  diarrhoea 
in  the  case  of  the  children  did  not  seem  due  to  any  insanitary  con¬ 
dition  ot  the  houses  or  to  bad  water,  but  to  a  general  delicate  and 
unhealthy  state  which  had  existed  from  birth. 

There  was  one  case  of  puerperal  fever  in  August,  and  there  was 
also  a  case  of  death  from  puerperal  convulsions  in  September. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  scarlet  fever  was  very  prevalent  at  this 
time,  and  there  may  have  been  some  connection  between  the  two 
disorders.  On  the  other  hand,  some  women  were  confined  during 
the  past  epidemic,  while  their  children  had  scarlet  fever  at  the 
same  time,  and  no  harm  followed. 

In  estimating  the  healthiness  of  the  town  attention  should  be 
paid  to  the  amount  of  infant  mortality  ;  when  this  is  high  a  place 
is  generally  unhealthy,  and  vice  versa. 
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In  large  towns  a  great  many  infants  die  in  the  first  year  of  life. 
In  some  towns  in  the  north  of  England  as  many  as  250  children, 
out  of  1000  born,  die  in  their  first  year.  In  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  146  per  1000  died  last  year  ;  in  the  whole  of  Sussex, 
last  year,  the  proportion  was  1153  per  1000;  m  Worthing,  during 
1876,  the  ratio  was  116  per  1000. 

No.  of  births.  No.  of  deaths  Eatio  to  1000  births, 

under  1  year- 

Worthing  .  258  ...  30  ...  116 

As  many  as  56  persons  died  sixty  years  of  age  and  upwards,  or 
about  1  in  3  of  the  total  number  of  deaths. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales,  in  1876,  out  of  every  1000 
persons  who  died,  only  244  reached  sixty  years  of  age.  In 
Worthing,  during  the  past  year,  314  per  1000  was  the  population 
who  died  sixty  years  of  age  and  upwards. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  is  drawn  from  a  deep  well  in  the 
chalk,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  supply  is  sufficient  for  the 
town,  but  the  machinery  raised  in  using  it  is  inadequate.  A 
power rul  engine  and  boilers  are  now  being  erected,  and,  when 
these  are  completed,  there  will  be  enough  water  raised  to  supply 
a  town  of  much  larger  size,  and  it  is  intended  that  the  supply  shall 
be  constant. 

The  water  is  drawn  from  a  depth  of  400  feet  in  the  chalk,  and 
it  is  estimat  >d  that  with  only  ten  hours  pumping  a  day  there  will 
be  a  daily  yield  of  300,000  gallons.  The  works  now  in  progress 
will  probably  be  completed  in  the  course  of  the  summer  of  1877. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. — Up  to  the  present  time  the  sewage 
has  been  dealt  with  by  passing  it  over  a  farm,  except  in  very  wet 
weather,  when  some  of  the  sewage  flows  directly  into  the  Teville 
stream,  and  thence  to  the  sea  without  any  purification  at  all. 

To  get  the  sewage  on  to  the  farm  it  has  been  necessary  to  pump, 
and  this  entails  a  heavy  annual  expense.  But  it  is  quite  impossible, 
when  the  rainfall  is  very  great,  to  pump  all  the  sewage  on  to  the 
land,  nor  is  it  then  always  desirable  to  do  so,  as  the  great  amount 
of  subsoil  water  entering  the  sewers  makes  the  effluent  very  weak. 

The  pollution  of  the  Teville  stream  increases,  and  it  is  extremely 
offensive.  To  save  pumping,  and  to  cure  the  nuisance  arising 
from  the  Teville  stream,  the  Local  Board  determined  to  construct 
a  new  main  sewer  which  should  discharge  its  contents  into  the  sea 
at  low  water.  The  outfall  will  be  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
any  house.  Near  the  outfall  this  sewer  will  be  water-tight,  yet 
capacious  enough  to  hold  all  the  town  sewage  for  several  hours,  or 
until  the  next  low  tide  allows  it  to  flow  away.  This  sewer  is  to  be  at 
a  lower  level  than  the  present  one,  and  will  more  effectually  drain 
the  town.  The  alteration  in  the  area  of  the  Local  Board  district 
has  brought  in  several  houses  and  streets,  which  hitherto  have  been 
undrained.  The  Newland  Boad  district  has  been  in  a  most  lament¬ 
able  condition  during  the  past  two  or  three  years.  The  houses 
can  only  drain  into  cesspits,  and  there  is  no  proper  method  of 
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carrying  off  storm  water  or  house  water,  so  that  the  greatest 
inconvenience  ensues  in  wet  weather.  The  persistent  rainfall 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  covered  this  low  lying  district  with 
water  in  many  places,  and  caused  the  imperfect  drains  to  overflow. 
When  the  new  sewer  is  completed  this  district  will  be  thoroughly 
drained  and  made  habitable ;  until  then  no  real  remedy  can  be 
found. 

The  new  sewer  was  commenced  late  in  the  summer,  but  during 
the  winter  nothing  could  be  done,  as  the  works  were  under  water. 
It  is  believed  that  the  new  main  sewer  will  reach  the  present  main 
about  August  nest,  and  then  measures  will  be  at  once  taken  to  im¬ 
prove  the  Newland  Road  district. 

Sewage  will  still  be  available  for  the  farm,  whenever  it  is  thought 
expedient  to  use  it  there. 

There  is  a  public  Infirmary  at  Worthing,  and  during  the  past 
year  there  weje  1,073  out-patients ;  of  these  107  were  under,  and 
966  were  over,  five  years  of  age. 

This  Institution  also  contains  beds,  and  34  in-patients  were 
admitted  in  the  course  ol  the  year  ;  most  of  these  cases  arose  from 
accidents.  Among  the  in-patients  there  were  three  deaths. 

The  deaths  occurring  in  the  East  Preston  Workhouse  were 
divided  among  the  various  parishes,  and  Worthing  received  its 
proportionate  share. 

A  few  cases  of  overcrowding  wer«  reported  during  the  year,  and 
these  have  been  remedied. 

No  case  arose  during  the  year  in  which  there  was  occasion  to 
condemn  meat  or  any  other  article  of  food. 

The  slaughter-houses  and  bake-houses  are  kept  in  a  cleanly 
state,  and  they  were  inspected  at  various  times.  There  is  a  house 
in  the  Newland  Road  where  now  and  then  an  animal  is  slaughtered, 
but  it  is  not  yet  registered,  nor  is  there  any  way  by  which  the  place 
can  as  yet  be  properly  drained. 

The  accompanying  tables  are  framed  on  the  plan  approved  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  they  show  the  causes  of  death 
at  various  ages,  and  the  amount  of  sickness  among  paupers. 


TABLE  03?  DEATHS  during  the  year  1876,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  WORTHING;  classified  according  to  Diseases^ 
Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 
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(A)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes 
Townships,  Wards,  or  other  areas  of 
known  population)  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics  :  public 
institutions  being  excluded, 
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TABLE  OE  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  WORTHING,  1876,  for  the  twelve  calenda 

months  ending  December  31st,  1876. 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

(A;  Deaths  (among*  all  classes)  regis¬ 
tered  as  having  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

(B)  Sickness  and 
Paupers. 

Deaths 

among 

(C)  If  there  be  any  Hospital  or  other  Public  Medical  In¬ 
stitution  in  or  near  the  District  or  Division,  the 
subjoined  are  to  he  filled  up. 

Total  Deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above  ;  in¬ 
cluding  those  enter’d 
in  cols.  IV.  and  V. 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have  come  into 
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sion  with  their  fatal 
illness  upon  them. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  among  out-door  pau¬ 
pers;  and  among  any  paupers  who 
belong  to  the  District  or  Division,  and 
have  been  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
on  account  of  illness ;  whether  the 
Workhouse  be  within  or  without  the 
District  or  Division. 

IN-PATIENTS. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  in  such  institutions 
among  inmates  who  belong  to  the 
District  or  Division. 

OUT-PATIENTS. 
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are  ont-patients  of 
Hospitals  or  pa¬ 
tients  of  Dispen¬ 
saries. 
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URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 

HORSHAM. 


Population  (1871)  5,200.  Area  in  Acres,  784 
No.  of  Houses  (1871)  1,023. 

During  the  year  1876  the  births  of  173  children,  and  the  deaths 
of  102  persons  were  registered. 

Of  the  births  98  were  male  and  75  were  female  ;  of  the  deaths 
55  were  male  and  47  were  female.  Estimating  the  population,  in 
the  middle  of  1876,  at  5,780,  the  birth-rate  was  300,  and  the 
death-rate  was  17'6,  per  1000. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  during  the  year 
was  365,  and  the  death-rate  was  2T0  per  1000  persons  living. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  were  11  in  number,  or  about 
.1  in  9  of  the  total  number  of  deaths ;  of  these  nine  were  under, 
and  two  were  over,  five  years  of  years. 

There  were  no  cases  of  deaths  from  small-pox,  diphtheria,  scarlet 
fever  or  typhus  fever. 

One  child  died  ot  enteric  fever ,  and  another  child  in  the  same 
family  was  very  ill  from  the  same  disorder,  in  consequence  of 
drinking  impure  water  from  a  well ;  this  well  has  since  been  closed. 
Three  children  died  of  whooping  cough,  and  two  from  measles,  in 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  Four  died  from  diarrhoea  in  August, 
and  of  these  two  were  infants  only  a  few  weeks  old,  and  one 
a  weakly  twin ;  one  died  from  this  disorder  between  eighty  and 
ninety  years  of  age.  The  rate  of  mortality  from  these  disorders 
was  1*9  per  1900  persons  living. 

There  was  no  death  from  any  form  of  fever  in  the  latter  half  of 
the  year.  The  district,  in  fact,  has  been  much  more  healthy  during 
the  past  year  than  in  the  preceding  two  years.  In  1874,  measles 
and  diphtheria  were  very  prevalent ;  in  1875,  scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria  prevailed ;  in  1876,  there  was  no  epidemic  of  any  par¬ 
ticular  disease,  although  isolated  cases  appeared  now  and  again. 

The  births  and  deaths  in  each  quarter  were  as  follows : — 


Births. 

Deaths. 

1st  quarter  . 

......  50 

. . .  33 

2nd  „  . 

.  35 

22 

3rd  „  . 

. .  47 

22 

4th  „  . 

.  41 

25 

Total . 

.  173 

102 

34 


These  102  deaths  include  a  proportion  of  those  who  died  in  the 
Horsham  Workhouse. 

The  infant  mortality  in  the  district,  as  measured  by  the  deaths 
of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  to  every  1000  children  born,  is 
here  shown  : — 

No.  of  births.  No.  of  deaths.  Rato  to  every  1000 
under  1  year.  children  born, 

Horsham  Urban  District  173  ...  21  ...  121 

Horsham  Dural  ditto  449  ...  49  ...  109 

In  England  and  Wales  —  ...  —  ...  146 

This  table  shows  that  the  infant  mortality  is  less  in  Horsham 
than  throughout  the  country  generally  ;  in  some  of  the  northern 
towns  the  infant  mortality  was  as  high  as  237  and  254  per  1000, 
while  in  the  whole  of  Sussex  the  rate  was  113  per  1000  births. 

X 

As  mauy  as  37  persons  died  over  sixty  years  of  age.  In 
England  and  Wales,  duiing  1876,  out  of  every  1000  persons  who 
died,  only  244  were  sixty  years  old  and  upwards.  In  Horsham, 
had  there  been  1000  deaths,  as  many  as  362  would  have  died  aged 
sixty  and  upwards. 

These  facts  show  that  in  this  district  infant  mortality  is  less 
than  the  average  in  towns,  while  adult  life  is  prolonged  beyond  the 
usual  period. 

The  Horsham  Urban  Sanitary  District  was  formed  in  the  year 
1875,  and  the  area  of  the  Horsham  Bural  Sanitary  District  was 
thereby  diminished  by  784  acres,  while  the  population  was  reduced 
to  about  14,300  people. 

The  town  of  Horsham  is  included  in  the  newly-formed  district ; 
it  is  situated  in  a  hollow,  and  drained  by  the  river  Arun,  which 
flows  at  the  lowest  part  of  the  town.  On  all  sides  the  ground 
rises  gently,  but  the  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  dwell  on  the 
lower  ground. 

The  town  is  on  the  loamy  Tunbridge  Wells  sands,  close  to  where 
they  dip  under  the  clay.  The  water  is,  in  general,  very  hard,  and 
contains,  in  many  places,  an  appreciable  quantity  of  iron.  There 
has  hitherto  been  a  company  which  has  supplied  the  town  with 
good  water  ;  in  future  the  Local  Board  will  take  over  the  works, 
and  extend  them  so  as  to  supply  all  parts  of  the  town  ;  the  present 
works  seem  insufficient  for  the  purpose,  as  the  town  is  quickly 
increasing  in  size.  Some  of  the  higher  parts  of  the  district  cannot 
be  properly  supplied  with  wrater  until  some  changes  have  been 
made,  and  these  alterations  are  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Board. 

With  regard  to  drainage,  Horsham  is  in  a  transition  state.  Up 
to  the  present  time  the  system  has  been  very  defective,  and  most 
of  the  sewers  are  badly  constructed  ;  while  the  effluent  has  entered 
the  river  without  any  attempt  at  purification. 

During  the  past  year  the  Sanitary  Authority  have  prepared 
plans,  by  which  the  town  will  be  well  drained,  the  sewers  properly 
constructed  and  ventilated,  while  the  effluent  sewage  will  pass  over 


land  prepared  for  irrigation,  and,  purified  in  this  manner,  it  will 
eventually  flow  into  the  river. 

The  site  for  the  outfall  is  not  yet  settled,  although  two  or  three 
places  have  been  selected. 

There  are  many  parts  of  Horsham  which  require  draining  very 
much  ;  the  Local  Authority  can  do  nothing,  however,  until  the 
whole  comprehensive  system  of  drainage  is  carried  out. 

There  have  been  a  few  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 
year,  and  these  have  been  remedied. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  to  condemn  meat  or  any  other 
article  of  food. 

The  slaughterhouses,  common  lodging  houses  and  bakehouses 
have  been  inspected  at  various  times,  and  have  been  kept  in  a 
cleanly  state. 

The  accompanying  tables  show  the  deaths  at  various  ages  and 
the  causes  ;  also  the  amount  of  sickness  among  paupers. 

Amongst  the  poor  there  was  no  amount  of  illness  which  calls  for 
special  remark  ;  most  of  the  cases  were  of  a  chronic  nature.  There 
were  very  few  injuries,  and  but  few  cases  of  chest  disorders — the 
latter  fact  probably  due  to  the  mild  weather  experienced  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year. 


TABLE  OE  DEATHS  during  the  year  1876,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  HOBSHAM;  classified  according  to  Diseases, 
Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(A)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes 
Townships ,  Wards,  or  other  areas  of 
known  population)  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics  :  public 
institutions  being  excluded. 
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AT  ALL  AGES. 

Registered  Births. 

Mortality  from  all  causes, 
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TABLE  OE  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  HORSHAM,  1876,  for  the  twelve  calendar 

months  ending  December  31st,  1876. 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

(A;  Deaths  (among-  all  classes)  regis¬ 
tered  as  having  occurred,  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

(B)  Sickness  and 
Paupers. 

Deaths 

among 

(C)  If  there  be  any  Hospital  or  other  Public  Medical  In¬ 
stitution  in  or  near  the  District  or  Division,  the 
subjoined  are  to  be  filled  up. 

Total  Deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above ;  in¬ 
cluding  those  enter’d 
in  cols.  IV.  and  V. 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have  come  into 
the  District  or  Divi¬ 
sion  with  their  fatal 
illness  upon  them. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  among  out-door  pau¬ 
pers  ;  and  among  any  paupers  who 
belong  to  the  District  or  Division,  and 
hare  been  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
on  account  of  illness  ;  whether  the 
Workhouse  be  within  or  without  the 
District  or  Division. 

IN-PATIENTS. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  in  such  institutions 
among  inmates  who  belong  to  the 
District  or  Division. 

OUT-PATIENTS. 

New  cases  of  Sickness 
among  persons  who 
belong  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  or  Division, and 
are  out-patients  of 
Hospitals  or  pa¬ 
tients  of  Dispen¬ 
saries. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths; 

New  Cases, 

Deaths, 

Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
.iwd  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
6  years- 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds-- 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  jrs. 
and  upwr  Is. 

Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yis. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
5  years* 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yrg. 
and  upwrds. 

XV. 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII- 

VIII. 

IX. 

X. 

XI. 

XII, 

XIII. 

XIV. 
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URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OE 

LITTLEHAMFTON. 

Population  (1871)  3,272.  Area  in  Acres,  1,222. 

No.  of  Houses  (1871)  625. 

During  the  year  1876  the  births  of  104  children,  and  the  deaths 
of  52  persons  were  registered  ;  in  the  year  1875  there  were  112 
births  and  51  deaths.  Estimating  the  population,  in  the  middle  of 
1876,  at  3,756,  the  birth-rate  was  27  6,  and  the  death-rate  was 
138,  per  1,000  persons  living.  The  52  deaths,  however,  include 
those  of  three  visitors ;  excluding  these  the  death-rate  was  130 
per  1000. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  during  the  year 
was  36'5,  and  the  death-rate  was  2P0  per  1000  persons  living. 
Of  the  births  54  were  male  and  50  were  female  ;  of  the  deaths  28 
were  male  and  24  were  female. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  were  8  in  number,  or  about  1 
in  64  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  ;  5  were  under,  and  3  were 
over,  five  years  of  age.  There  were  no  cases  ot  deaths  from  small¬ 
pox,  measles,  diphtheria  or  typhus  or  enteric  fever ;  three  died  from 
scarlatina,  one  from  whooping-cough,  three  from  diarrhoea,  and  one 
from  erysipelas.  The  rate  ol  mortality  from  these  disorders  was 
2T  per  1000  persons  living.  Scarlet  fever  appeared  a  few  times 
in  a  mild  form,  and  it  generally  seemed  traceable  to  importation. 

One  of  the  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  was  that  of  a  visitor  who 
had  had  the  disorder  before  coming  to  Littlehampton ;  she  caught 
cold  and  died. 

The  other  two  deaths  occurred  in  the  same  family,  and  the 
disease  had  also  been  present  in  a  neighbouring  house  a  short  time 
previously ;  in  the  latter  case  the  fever  seemed  to  have  been 
caught  from  some  lodgers,  but  no  definite  history  could  be  traced. 
When  the  fever  has  appeared  in  a  house  the  place  has  been  dis¬ 
infected  by  burning  sulphur  in  the  rooms,  and  has  afterwards  been 
cleansed  and  limewashed. 

The  district  has  been,  as  usual,  very  healthy  during  the  past 
year.  The  infant  mortality  in  the  district,  as  measured  by  the 
deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  to  every  1000  children 
born,  is  here  shown  :  — 

No:  of  deaths  No.  of  births.  Ratio  to  every  1000 
under  l  year,  children  born. 

In  whole  District  ...  10  ...  104  ...  96 

In  England  and  Wales —  ...  —  ...  146 


37 


While  the  infant  mortality  is  much  lower  than  the  average,  the 
deaths  over  sixty  years  of  age  are  higher  than  the  average  through¬ 
out  the  country. 

Watee  Supply. — There  is  at  present  no  public  water  supply, 
but  the  subject  has  been  for  a  long  time  under  tne  consideration  of 
the  Local  Board,  and  steps  are  now  being  taken  to  obtain  good 
water  from  a  deep  well  sunk  in  the  chalk. 

The  supply  has  been  derived,  hitherto,  from  ordinary  wells,  and, 
in  some  of  these,  the  water  is  much  contaminated.  In  these  cases 
the  people  have  to  obtain  good  water  from  their  neighbours,  but  it 
will  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  inhabitants  to  have  a  plentiful  supply 
laid  on  to  each  house  ;  it  will  add  much  to  the  comfort,  if  not  to 
the  health,  of  the  people. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. — For  a  long  time  past  the  question  of 
drainage  has  been  discussed.  At  present  most  of  the  sewage  flows 
into  the  tidal  river  and  so  into  the  sea.  There  are  many  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  draining  the  town  as  some  parts  lie  very  low.  To 
pump  the  sewage  on  to  higher  ground  for  the  purpose  of  irrigation 
is  an  expensive  process,  and  it  involves  an  annual  outlay.  To  let 
the  sewage  flow  by  gravitation  into  the  river  or  sea  is  objectionable 
to  many,  while  there  is  no  satisfactory  process  yet  known  by  which 
the  sewage  can  be  chemically  treated  so  as  to  be  disposed  of  with 
advantage. 

With  these  difficulties  in  their  way  the  Local  Board  are  about 
to  provide  good  water  first,  and  leave  the  drainage  question  still 
open. 

The  accompanying  tables  will  show  the  causes  of  death  at  dif¬ 
ferent  ages,  and  the  amount  of  pauper  sickness. 

There  has  been  very  little  disease  among  the  poor,  and  no  deaths 
occurred  amongst  them  from  any  of  the  common  infectious  dis¬ 
orders. 

The  bakehouses  and  slaughterhouses  have  been  inspected  at 
various  times,  amd  have  been  kept  in  a  cleanly  state,  so  that  no 
action  has  had  to  be  taken  about  them  during  the  year. 

No  case  of  overcrowding  has  been  reported  to  me,  nor  has  there 
been  any  occasion  to  condemn  meat  or  any  article  of  food. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1870,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  LITTLEHAMPTON  ;  classified  according  to  Diseases, 
Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(A)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes 
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TABLE  OE  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  LITTLE  HAMPTON,  1876,  for  the  twelve  calendar 


months  ending  December  3 1st,  1876. 


\ 

(A;  Deaths  (among1  all  classes)  regis¬ 
tered.  as  having-  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

(B)  Sickness  and 
Paupers. 

Deaths 

among- 

(C)  If  there  he  any  Hospital  or  other  Public  Medical  In¬ 

stitution  in  or  near  the  District  or  Division,  the 
subjoined  are  to  be  filled  up. 

NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

Total  Deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above  ;  in¬ 
cluding  those  enter’d 
in  cols.  IV.  and  V.  j 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have  come  into 
the  District  or  Divi¬ 
sion  with  their  fatal 
illness  upon  them. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  among  out-door  pau¬ 
pers  ;  and  among  any  paupers  who 
belong  to  the  District  or  Division,  and 
have  been  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
on  account  of  illness ;  whether  the 
Workhouse  be  within  or  without  the 
District  or  Division. 

IN-PATIENTS. 
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among  inmates  who  belong  to  the 
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among  persons  who 
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saries. 
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URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OR  WEST 

WORTHING. 

Population  (1871)  427.  Area  in  Acres,  300. 

No.  of  Houses  (1871)  66. 

During  the  year  1876  the  births  of  2  children  and  the  deaths 
of  4  persons  were  registered  ;  in  the  year  1875  there  were  9  births 
and  6  deaths.  Estimating  the  population  in  the  middle  of  1876  at 
550,  the  birth-rate  was  3*6,  and  the  death-rate  was  7*2  per  1000. 

Of  the  births,  none  were  male  and  2  were  female ;  of  the  deaths, 
there  were  4  males  and  no  females. 

This  is  a  small  district  in  the  parish  of  Heene,  in  the  East 
Preston  Union,  and  consists  chiefly  of  terraces  of  private  houses. 

There  are  no  paupers,  and  those  in  Heene  parish  are  entered 
under  the  head  of  the  East  Preston  Rural  Sanitary  District. 

The  health  of  the  district  was  very  good  during  the  year,  and 
there  is  nothing  calling  for  any  special  notice. 

The  houses  are  drained  into  a  sewer  which  empties  into  the  sea 
at  low  water,  the  sewage  having  previously  passed  through  a  filter. 

The  water  supply  is  of  good  quality. 

Many  of  the  houses  are  supplied  with  only  one  cistern,  which  is 
used  for  all  purposes  ;  many  of  the  houses,  also,  are  not  sufficiently 
ventilated.  This  was  the  subject  of  a  special  report  to  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  and  a  circular  was  sent  to  each  occupier,  recommending 
changes  in  the  water  service,  and  in  the  ventilation  of  the  house- 
drains.  This  has  been  done  now  in  several  instances,  and  with 
considerable  advantage. 

There  were  no  other  influences  threatening  to  affect  injuriously7 
the  public  health  ;  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported,  nor 
was  there  any  death  from  any  form  of  fever.  No  case  of  over¬ 
crowding  was  reported,  nor  was  there  any  occasion  to  condemn 
unsound  meat  or  any  kind  of  food. 

No  action  had  to  be  taken  with  regard  to  offensive  trades,  bake¬ 
houses  or  workshops. 


♦ 


TABLE  0E  DEATHS  during  the  year  1876,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  WEST  WORTHING ;  classified  according  to  Diseases, 
Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(A)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes 
Townships,  Wards,  or  other  areas  of 
known  population)  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics  :  public 
institutions  being  excluded. 
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TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  WEST  WORTHING,  1876,  for  the  twelve  calendar 


months  ending  December  31st,  1876. 


(A/  Deaths  (among  all  classes)  regis¬ 
tered  as  having  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

(B)  Sickness  and 
Paupers. 
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(D  If  there  be  anv  Hospital  or  other  Public  Medical  In- 
(C)  stitution  in  or  near  the  District  or  Division,  the 
subjoined  are  to  be  filled  up. 

NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

Total  Deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above  ;  in¬ 
cluding  those  enter’d 
in  cols.  IV.  and  V. 
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